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The Medinas: Memories of HOPAC

I remember the first time I stepped foot on the HOPAC campus.
It was August of 2001, and I was 23 years old.  I was to be the grade 5 

teacher that year.  The campus had just been built, or rather, was being built.  
It wasn’t finished yet, but I was expected to teach in just a few weeks.  My 
classroom had a pile of boxes in the middle of the floor and nothing else, not 
even any whiteboards on the walls.  Nothing in the storeroom.  There was no 
teacher orientation and the only administrator arrived just a few days before 
school started.  And the photocopier was broken until the day before school 
started.

It was beyond overwhelming.  I had no idea how I would make it through 
the first week, let alone the whole year.  I was more terrified than the students 
on that first day.  But from the moment those students stepped into the 
classroom, it was love at first sight.  Their enthusiasm, humor, inquisitiveness, 
and diversity set them apart from any students I had ever taught.  And it 
didn’t take me long to figure out that I loved teaching at HOPAC.  HOPAC 
students were eager learners.  I was given the freedom to build relationships 
with them and their families, outside of class.  And most importantly, I was 
allowed to integrate a biblical perspective into everything I taught.   

During that first year, a secondary Bible teacher was needed for terms 2 
and 3.  Gil had come to Tanzania to work with the youth of a local church, 
but he agreed to take on the grades 7 & 8 Bible classes at HOPAC in his free 
time.  He had a Bible degree but had never taught before.  It was then that 
Gil realized he loved teaching Bible.  The HOPAC director starting actively 
recruiting Gil to come to HOPAC as the full-time chaplain and Bible 
teacher.  And the rest is history.  In 2005, we returned to HOPAC in that 
role, and that’s where we’ve been for the past 8 years.                continued on page 3



2     Haven of Peace Academy www.hopac.net      

is the semiannual 
magazine for:Piece 

   of Heaven

Haven of Peace 
Academy

PO Box 70027
Dar es Salaam, 

Tanzania
www.hopac.net

Page design and 
layout: 

Carley Harrison 

Photography: 
Gil Medina, 

Johannes Kaihua
sxc.hu

Writing and Editing:
Amy Medina, Jane 
Gruler-Johns, Ben 

Snyder

Printed by: 
Karljamer Print 

Technology
karljamerprint@

yahoo.com

from the 

  Directors's 

     Desk

June
 20 Last day of school for students
 21 Last day of school for teachers

August
 28 First day of 2013/2014 school year

September
 24 All school Back to School Night
 25 Teacher InService Day no school for students

October
 14-18 Mid-Term Break no school for all

November
 4-8 Pamoja Week
 8 International Day
 28-29 Break no school for all

December
 9 Independence Day no school for all
 20 Last day of Term 1

January
 6 First day of Term 2
 13 Maulid Day (tentative) no school for all
 22 Teacher InService Day no school for students

Upcoming Dates

As with every other facet of 
school life, there has been a bit 
of transition within the board of 
governors since the new year.  In the January meeting, we said our farewells to Len Devaisher, Susanna Spath, 
and Ibrahim Kaduma, as they resigned from their positions on the board.  Their contributions to the life of the 
school will be missed.  But with parting members comes opportunity, and Yohane Kaduma, Marsha Macatta-
Yambi, Rene Nissen and Steve Larmey have taken up the challenge.  Yohane continues a legacy of service by 
the Kaduma family, as their HOPAC history spans three generations.  Marsha and Rene are new to the board 
and have adapted to their roles quickly, while Steve is rejoining after a year-and-a-half hiatus.  The board now 
stands at nine voting members and is well-positioned to provide continued stability and guidance to the school 
in the coming years.  We praise the Lord for our governors.

Board Meeting, January 2013
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continued from page 1

Teaching at HOPAC has been so much more than just 
a job; it has been our life.  Gil has been coach, counselor, 
photographer, youth group leader, and mentor to HOPAC 
students.  We’ve had students eat with us, cry, laugh, and 
have parties at our house, and sweat all over my couch after 
playing basketball.  Our students prayed for us as we waited 
long months to bring home our daughter, Grace.  Josiah came 
home to us two days before the 2008 school year, and Lily 
joined our family the second day of the 2011 school year.  
HOPAC was always the first place we brought our children.  
They have grown up with 300 big brothers and sisters who 
have loved them from the very first day.  

God is leading us on now, though it’s hard for us to even 
imagine working somewhere else.  But God showed us a 
long time ago that one day Gil would be involved in training 
African pastors, and we know that now is the time.  This 
summer, we are headed back to California, where we will stay 
a year to re-connect with our family and supporting churches.  
In 2014, we will return to Dar and Gil will join a team which 
is dedicated to theological training of Tanzanian leaders.  Our 
kids will still be at HOPAC and we will still be around.  

Haven of Peace Academy will always and forever be 
in our hearts.  God has blessed us exceedingly, abundantly 
during these 10 years.  We have seen the school grow 
physically, academically, and spiritually.  We have had the 
joy of worshipping God here with hundreds of people from 

around the world.  We have been embraced by an incredible 
community.  What more could we ask for?  We love this place 
dearly, and that will never change.

May you continue to grow in God’s crazy love, HOPAC.  
May you treasure Jesus Christ above all things.  May He be 
glorified as His grace flows through you and into the world.  
That is our prayer for you, always and forever.

by Amy Medina

Amy and Gil Medina with their three children: 
Lily, Grace, and Josiah

The Legend 
of the 

Lion King
On May 31 and June 1, primary and secondary students performed 
The Legend of the Lion King under the direction of Sue Bramsen and 

Jenny Robinson. It was a fantastic show!
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The retreat allowed me to realise that coming to Christ 
didn't require me to completely change my personality as I 
had thought before. I've definitely become more confident 

in where I stand with God and in expressing my faith 
because I can finally see that God takes people as they are.

~ Kandy Kotta, grade 12

It was completely amazing. God 
showed himself to me; I experienced 

his love and passion for all of us. 
~ Megan Graham, grade 8

My best part was the worship and praise we had 
that brought down His presence. We even en-

gaged in prayers....which was so awesome as we 
prayed for one another. It was just so great.

~ Gloria Rutazaha, grade 11

The Bamba retreat helped me realize just 
how many of us were actually serious 
about living out our lives crazy in love 
with God. It triggered a rapid spiritual 
growth in me and throughout the entire 

school. Because of Bamba, I actually feel 
like an active member of an unofficial 

student-body church. This is definitely the 
most significant event of the year. 

~ Zoe Larmey, grade 9

“
”

“

”

”
“

”“
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During the first weekend in February, HOPAC held their 
first-ever spiritual retreat.  Though HOPAC is a Christian 
school, not all families and students are Christian.  So that 
means that assemblies and Bible classes are taught in a way 
that any student can understand, no matter their background.  
Thus, the goal of the spiritual retreat was to challenge those 
particular students who call themselves Christians and want to 
grow in their faith.  Since our theme this year has been “Crazy 
Love,” this retreat was one of the ways that students could go 
deeper in their love for God.  

How God blessed this weekend!  Not only because the 
numbers of students who came exceeded our expectations, 
but because we saw the fruit of the Spirit coming out of so 
many hearts.  Students took initiative in praying for each 
other, encouraging each other, and serving one another.  Shaun 
Graham blessed everyone with his challenging teaching 
during four sessions on living out God’s love.  The highlight 
for everyone was the extended worship times led by Mr. 

Snyder, which were so full of the Holy Spirit and His joy that 
no one wanted to stop. Students stood on their chairs, hands 
to the ceiling, singing at the top of their lungs in crazy love to 
the One who loved them first.

Perhaps what is most encouraging is that God’s work 
did not stop when everyone went home.  The change that 
happened in students’ hearts lasted into their homes, into 
their choices.  Parents told us a month later of the change in 
attitude in their student.  A teacher mentioned that a student 
had a noticeably different change of heart.  Some students 
started a Bible study, others arranged their own worship times.

We sang that weekend, “Love amazing, so divine, we will 
love you in return!”  And our HOPAC students truly meant 
what they sang.  Before we left, we stood in a circle and prayed 
for each other.  Students cried out to God, “Let us be your 
lights!”  Praise God for His indescribable, matchless, crazy 
love, and for how He is working in the lives of our students.  

by Amy Medina

We told the students, “This retreat is for people who want to go deeper in 
their crazy love for Jesus.”  
We prayed we would get 20 students to sign up.  
We got 39.

Extreme     
        Faith 
    Retreat

The singing was amazing. It wasn't like the "singing" 
at assembly, it was really singing out confessions, 

gratefulness, joy, love and whatever feelings we felt for 
the first time since we last "plugged in" to God. And 

now I know Hopac has a lot more spiritual youth than 
I thought. The revival may be nearer than you think. 

I think the experience was something we (most of us) 
knew the value of, but never took into our own hands 

to make on our own time. Once we had the experience, 
we were all like "why didn't we do this sooner?"

~ Daniel In, grade 11

“

”



     Haven of Peace Academy www.hopac.net      6

After a short furlough, Delicia Roberson (Grade 4, Primary Service Learning & Student Council 
Advisor, 2008-2013) will be returning to Dar and will be working with an organization called R.I.O.T. 
(Righteous Invasion of Truth) doing urban youth ministry and training worship leaders.  Delicia has 
found teaching primary students a joy, especially when she was teaching Grade 4.  The random day-to-
day things kids would say kept life interesting and entertaining.  She also loves the fact that HOPAC is 
founded on and rooted in prayer and says that “It has truly carried me a long way.”  

Beth Calmes (SEW Coordinator, 2010-2013) will be returning to the USA for furlough during 2013/14 
and then returning in February 2014 to continue the development of a young women's project in Dar as 
well as teaching in her mission’s Swahili ministry,  writing women's Bible studies in Swahili, and working 
in her mission’s youth camp ministry.  She has really enjoyed working with the students on the SEW 
leadership team and has found that they never fail to inspire her and make her laugh.  She also loved 
seeing the final success of SEW each year and hearing the stories of the students' experiences.  As she 
says, “That's when it is all worth the effort!”

Michael Harrar (Secondary Art, 2011-2013) will be in Mbeya next year helping SIL’s national translators 
to improve their English and holding artist workshops.  He has really enjoyed working with G9 through 
12 students at HOPAC and helping them to develop their artistic talents. 

David (Primary Principal, 2010-2013) and Jenny  Robinson (Music, 2010-2013) will 
be returning to the U.K.  to take up their responsibilities for their children and aging 
mothers for a season, and will probably go back into the education world there.  David is 
in the process of applying for headships. There is a real shortage of trained, experienced 
head teachers in the UK, but the difficulties with interviewing over Skype would make 
appointing him from 5000 miles range rather a risk for any governing body, so it may be 
they get all the way home before they know anything much about the future. When they 
came to HOPAC in 2010 they agreed to a three-year term which felt like forever.  They 

had no plans for what came next and it would be fairly true to say that they still haven’t a clear picture 
of their future.  They genuinely had no idea what to expect when they came to Dar, never having done 
anything like this before.  In spite of the beaches, the fruit, the coral-islands, the traffic, the wildlife and 
the glorious weather, the best thing about their three years here has definitely been the people they have 
met and had the joy of getting to know.  They say their lives will never be the same; they have been made 
richer by the lives that have touched theirs.

Muchinesu Moyo (Geography,  2010-2013) has a few options for the future and is asking God to 
help him and his family make the right choice.  One offer is to be part of the geography faculty at the 
University of Zululand in Durban, South Africa.  Mr and Mrs Moyo feel that HOPAC was not just a 
place of work, it was their home and a very good place for a family because in addition to getting a very 
high quality education, students are taught essential Christian life skills which make them whole and 
ready for life after school. The Moyos enjoyed the fact that at HOPAC everybody likes and loves everyone 
else and says the community is the best they have ever been a part of.

Leaving Teachers
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 Ali Price (Grade 4, Art & Primary PE, 2011-2013) will be getting married (to current teacher Winston 
Ly) in August and then returning to Tanzania as Mrs. Ly!  Ali will be working with Karama, meeting with 
artisans and developing products from the Africa side.  Ali loved getting to know the older students and 
teaching the younger students and seeing the sweet and wonderful characteristics that God has given each 
one!

After a brief visit home, Stacy Cawley (Librarian, 2011-2013) will be serving at Rain Forest International 
School in Cameroon.  She will be the Secondary Library Media Specialist and her husband, Dan, will 
serve as Technical Support for the campus.  She has most enjoyed our students who are not afraid to share 
their faith and live it out loud!  She has found it a blessing to pray with students and to see them grow in 
Christ.

Darla Muya (Grade 2, Secondary English/Literature, 2009-2013) will be returning to the U.S., getting 
her son settled into university and spending lots of time with her husband.  She says that she has loved 
every moment of these past four years at HOPAC, and it makes her very sad to leave.  She takes with her 
wonderful memories of the HOPAC community, both inside the classroom and outside. She will miss 
many friends and parents, as well as our amazing students.  

Jeff Stamp (History, Global Perspectives, 2011-2013) will be spending the next year on furlough and 
then will be returning to the mission field with Assemblies of God in another country.   Jeff is grateful 
for God’s work in his and his family’s lives and His purpose for their future.  He says he will miss the 
“wonderful Christian brothers and sisters we’ve been blessed to meet and work with over the past two 
years.”

Sarah Deal (Grade 3, 2011-2013) will be continuing to serve with SIL Bible Translators as a teacher, 
but at a three-room school located in Musoma, by Lake Victoria. Sarah has loved being a part of 
community events at HOPAC and having prayer and God’s Word be a normal part of her work. Her 
favorite thing about HOPAC, though, is the inquisitive, unique, and affectionate students!

Emily Henry’s (Grade 2, 2011-2013) plans at the moment are uncertain but she will be looking into 
prison work back home in Northern Ireland as she feels God is calling her into some sort of bible study 
and teaching in a women’s prison.  She will also be looking for subbing posts in local primary schools.  She 
would love to come back to Africa for a longer term but is waiting on the Lord to see where, when and 
what!  She has enjoyed her enthusiastic HOPAC students,  teaching and working with people from all 
over the world and, above all, the blessing of working in a place where the leadership and staff are aiming 
to put God first and central. 
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May 21, 2013

May 22, 2013
Primary Sports Day

Secondary Sports Day


