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Karen Graham, a familiar face at HOPAC and well-loved Kindergarten teacher, is 
now the Primary Principal. She continues to teach in the Kindergarten classroom, but has 
assumed additional administrative responsibilities. 

In 2001, Karen and her husband, Shaun, began considering the possibility of moving 
to Tanzania. It was several years later when, on one of their many visits, they discovered 
HOPAC. After falling in love with HOPAC’s campus and vision, Shaun and Karen 
relocated to Tanzania in June 2007, and Karen agreed to teach Kindergarten part-time 
for two years. That lasted for two weeks. Working as a full-time Kindergarten teacher 
for the past six years, Karen has had the privilege of, as she put it, “watching these shy, 
nervous, and often tearful five year olds arriving on day one, [then] growing into confident, 
independent learners!” 

Last year, when former Primary Principal, David Robinson, announced his return 
the UK, Karen began praying about applying for the position of Primary Principal. She 
applied, was interviewed, and, as she says, “the rest is history!” Karen loves her new role 
as Primary Principal, and enjoys getting to be involved with the primary students, many 
of whom started at HOPAC in her kindergarten class. In addition, she is enjoying the 
development and progress of several campus projects, as well as the opportunity to lead 
the primary teachers both spiritually and professionally. Fortunately for all of us, Karen has 
said that she is looking forward to working at HOPAC for many years to come! 

by Abby Snyder

Above: Primary students sing “Happy Day” 
during the f irst assembly of the school year.

Below: Mrs Graham splits her time between 
her off ice in the Admin building and 
Kindergarten.

Karen Graham, Primary Principal



The grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of our God endures forever. Isaiah 40:8

Change is a good thing, right?  There has been plenty of it here at HOPAC in the last year.  New 
teachers, new administration, new students, new grass on the football pitch.  As a community, 
we’ve become accustomed to change at HOPAC, and it’s almost an expectation every few years.  
Sometimes good, sometimes not so great, but almost completely unavoidable.

This year, my wife and I welcomed in a second grade girl into our family, and one of her Bible 
memory verses was Isaiah 40:8.  When I thought about how frequently things change around us, 
often for the better, I also remembered how encouraging this verse can be with the assurance that 
our God stands forever, unchanging, sovereign.  

There will be more change coming.  Undoubtedly, as we enter a new phase in our Strategic Plan 
and consider our future vision as a school, HOPAC will look different in a few years.  But one 
thing will always remain.  We rest in God alone, and His word will endure forever.

Thank you for your continued partnership in HOPAC.  We are a blessed school, and you are an 
important component of that blessing.  

Ben
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from the   Directors's      Desk

Mid-Summer Night’s Dream Last year, to support the Secondary school literature programme, HOPAC performed The Tempest 
beside the pool.   We are hoping to continue the tradition and this year we will have a production of A Midsummer Night’s Dream in 
the garden!  The play will be performed the afternoon of Saturday, February 22.  A Midsummer Night’s Dream, a comedy about the 
craziness of falling in love, has many fun and famous characters: Bottom, the weaver, Puck, a fairy, Titania and Oberon, the king and 
queen of the fairies, just to name a few.  Add love potion into the mix and things really get interesting!  We have a great cast and 
rehearsals are going well. Be sure to look out for tickets sometime in mid-February and come join us for some great entertainment!

Learning to Serve Brittany Mathias and Irene Dzombe led their grade 2 students in learning about nutrition while serving those in 
need. Miss Mathias writes:

Recently, grade 2 studied about balanced diets and eating a variety of foods. But what do we do with that knowledge?  How can 
we show compassion for our neighbors when we have abundance and they live in want? In grade 2 we decided to go to a local 
orphanage and serve them a healthy meal. Our class jumped in with no inhibitions ready to serve others.  From planning what 
we would serve, to writing books about healthy eating, to shopping for the materials, to making fruit kabobs, the kids never lost 
their enthusiasm. After a hot, sweaty bus ride [the morning of the visit] our kids and some awesome parent volunteers arrived 
at Green Pastures orphanage. The act itself was a small one.  A simple meal was served. I saw HOPAC kids look at the kids 
at Green Pastures and love them.  The Green Pastures kids also humbly invited us into their home and served us with their 
smiles, hugs, and laughter. Is there any greater joy than service?”

Interested in what being a teacher at HOPAC is like? Visit the Teacher’s Blog section of our website www.hopac.net for links to blogs of current 
HOPAC teachers.

December
 20 Last day of Term 1
January
 6 First day of Term 2
 14 Maulid Day (tentative) no school for all
 15-21  Mock exams for G9&10
 21 Open house for prospective K & G11 students
February 
 6 G9&10 PTSC
 3-7 Primary Book week
 11 G7&8 PTSC
 14 Mid-term break
 10-14 G5 Amani trip
 22 Mid-Summer Night’s Dream production
 27-Mar 5 Mock exams G11&12

March
 10-13 Primary House Week
 17-21 SEW
 21 Last day of T2
 31 First day of T3
April
 7 Karume no school for all
 11 Teacher InService Day no school for students
 17 Easter Celebration
 18-21 Easter Holidays no school for all
 26 Union Day
May
 1 Workers Day
 5 IGCSE/A Level exams begin
 22 G6789 PTSC
 26 Mid-term Break
June
 13 G5 Graduation Assembly
 13-17 G6789 Exams
 19 Graduation, Final Assembly, Last day for students
 20 Last day for teachers

Upcoming Dates

News in Brief



Work & Education Updates
Stacy Cawley (librarian, 2011-
2013) departs the USA to serve 
at Rainforest International 
School in Cameroon on 4 
December, 2013. 
Barbara Cox (primary teacher/
librarian, 2008-2012) started 
a new job last month at the 
intermediate school near her 
family’s home in Texas. She runs 
the library and teaches library 
skills classes. 
Irene Ikeresho Dzombe 
(current primary teacher) has 
completed her education degree 
and is team teaching Grade 2 
this year.
Christina Kajura (current 
administrative secretary) 
graduated with her Bachelor 
degree in Public Administration 
in November.
Oscar Kasanga (former IT 
Technician) has left HOPAC 
to pursue a Bachelor degree in 
Information Technology and 
Systems at Mzumbe University 
in Morogoro. 
Muchinesu and Julia Moyo 
(Geography, lab technician, 
2010-2013) have settled into 
their new school in Phnom 
Penh, Cambodia where Mr. 
Moyo is teaching IGCSE and 
IB Geography and Mrs. Moyo 
is serving as lab technician and 
cover teacher. 
Darla Muya (primary, English 
2009-2013)  started a new job in 
children’s ministry at her church 
in the Bremerton, Washington 
area.
Ursula Perialis (German/
Kiswahili, 2004-2013) and 
husband, Janis, are settling into 
retirement and making their 
home in Frankfurt. 
David Robinson (Primary 
Principal, 2010-2013) has 
been named permenant head 
at Brooke Primary School just 
outside Norwich in the UK.
Vanessa Anyoti, Class of 
2008, graduated from Harvard 
University with a Masters in 
Public Health. 
Youngbin Choi, Class of 2011, 
is majoring in English Literature 
at Yonsei University in Seoul.  
Matthew Cox, Class of 2012, is 
in his second year at Wheaton 
College and is a Biblical and 
Theological Studies major. He is 

also training to be an officer in 
the Army after graduation.   
Sameer Dharsee, Class of 
2008, graduated from Rutgers 
with a degree in mechanical 
engineering.
Sajjad Fazel, Class of 2009, is 
currently in the 5th Year of his 
Doctor of Pharmacy degree at 
Anipal University, India. Next 
year he will do an internship and 
is hoping to return to Dar after 
finishing his studies. 
Anna Feather is in her final year 
of secondary school and will be 
completing A levels in Physics, 
Chemistry and Music next 
summer.
Lucy Feather graduated from 
Reading University with a BSc 
in Geography. 
Thomas Feather is in his final 
year of Civil Engineering at 
Shouthampton University. 
Nsaji Kasyanju, Class of 2010, is 
in his final year studying finance 
at the University of Nottingham, 
Malaysia.
Michael Luyangi, Class of 
2010, is at Nottingham Trent 
University in his final year 
in Economics, Finance and 
Banking and hopes to graduate 
summer 2014. 
Boniface Mbatia is in his 
second year at Open University 
in Dar es Salaam, studying 
Economics.
Aishi Mengi, Class of 2009, 
graduated in May with a degree 
in Economics, emphasis in 
Management Studies and is 
currently working in Minnesota 
as an Account Analyst. 
Savannah Miles, Class of 2010, 
graduated with a BS degree in 
Geography and International 
Development Studies and is 
currently working full time at 
Chester Students Union as 
Vice-President of Campaigns 
and Activities, a job she was 
elected into by the student body 
in her final year.
Sarthak Nigam, Class of 2010, 
is in his final year studying 
accounting at Oral Roberts 
University in the US.
Mikko Nygren, Class of 2010, 
is in his senior year at Union 
College majoring in Mechanical 
Engineering and minoring 
in Mathematics. He hopes to 
pursue a career in the oil/gas 

or mining industries, become a 
consultant, or continue school to 
do a Masters in Business.
Tsiry Rabemahefa, Class of 
2009, graduated with double 
major in Biology and Business 
Management and is currently 
seeking work in her areas of 
passion: biomedical research and 
entrepreneurship. 
Penninah Rebello is studying 
graphic art/media at Centennial 
College in Toronto.
Timothy Rebello is following 
in his father’s footsteps and 
studying finance in Portsmouth, 
England.
Brit Rustad graduated from 
Wheaton College in Illinois 
and is working as a geologist in 
Wyoming in the USA.
Dane Rustad graduated from 
Northwestern College in 
Minnesota and is working as a 
graphic designer in Minneapolis.
Evelyn Rwandalla, Class 
of 2011, is in her third year 
studying Accounting at 
McMaster University and 
working part time at a bank.
Expanding Families
Lauren Harper Clemmer 
(Grade 2, 2007) is expecting a 
baby girl in March. 
Ben Cook (current Swim 
Coordinator and Coach and 
Sports Coordinator, 2010-2012), 
and wife, Mary (current Swim 
Coach), have begun fostering a 
little boy from Tanzania with the 
intention to adopt.  Emmanuel 
became part of their family in 
November. 
Clare Hazelton Dean (primary 
teacher, 2008-2009) and her 
husband welcomed their 
baby girl Evelyn Grace on 22 
November.  
Michelle Howell (Exams 
Officer/Lab Technician, 2007-
2009) and husband, David, are 
the proud parents of daughter 

Phoebe Jane, born 24 September.  
Brandon and Rachel Hundt 
(PE, primary/English/EAL, 
2007-2008) are expecting their 
second child. 
William Jacob (current cleaner) 
and wife, Stella, welcomed 
their second child, Joyce, into 
the world on Saturday, 14 
September. 
Brandon and Amanda Maxwell 
(secondary English, Grade 5, 
Primary Service Learning, 2006-
2007 and 2008-2010) welcomed 
their baby girl, Amani Jo on 27 
November.
April Cooper McReynolds 
(primary teacher, 2007-2008) 
and husband, Zeth, are the 
proud parents of baby Sailor, 
born 21 August. 
Ott Mwakasitu (primary 
teacher, 2003-2005) and 
husband, Stephen, are the proud 
parents of their second son, 
Ezra, born 3 September.
Daniel Nicco (current Projects 
Manager) welcomed a baby 
daughter into the world on 20 
November, 2013.
Janelle Wonders Petchnick 
(primary teacher, 1999-2008) 
is expecting her second child 
in May. Janelle and her family 
are serving as missionaries in 
Mongolia.
Kate Connell Schlatt 
(Chemistry, 2008-2011) and 
husband, Mike, are proud 
parents of son David John, born 
15 October.
Lauren and Ben Snyder (current 
School Counselor and Director) 
are the proud foster parents of 
Zawadi Emmanuel. Zawadi is 
settling in nicely in Grade 2 at 
HOPAC.
Where are YOU now? We would 
be delighted to receive news of other 
former students and teachers. Please 
send in your news, and that of any of 
your HOPAC connections to:
personnel@hopac.net

WIDE
World 

of

HOPAC
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This year, Teddy Dellesky (Primary PE/Middle School Social Studies) hopes to better understand Tanzanian culture and 
language so he can better serve the students at HOPAC as well as helping moms and babies in Dar es Salaam.  Prior to 
coming to HOPAC, Teddy was a one-room-schoolhouse homeschool instructor in the Philippines and a stay-at-home 
dad while his wife, Jamie, was training for midwifery.  He is loving the warm weather, the food, and the people here in 
Tanzania and is finding HOPAC an amazing place to serve and work.
Deanna Dick (EAL, Service Learning) loves being a part of the HOPAC community this year. 
She is enjoying the students, interacting with staff and being able to pray with her students 
and encouraging them with God’s everlasting word.  This year, Deanna hopes to develop a 
good relationship with her students, to develop a standard per grade that will carry over into 

the coming school year and to complete an assessment for each student that will follow the student ast they develop 
with their language acquisition.  Prior to coming to HOPAC, Deanna was working as an ESL teacher in China and 
homeschooling her children while living there. 

Prior to serving at HOPAC, Marc Driesenga (Bible) taught bible, English, history, P.E. and 
implemented an ESL program at a Christian high school in the US.  Marc is really enjoying the 
new community, both teachers and students, at HOPAC.  Marc and family have joined a new church in Dar and they 
are continually amazed at the friends and family God has brought into their lives.  While it can be frustrating, they also 
have enjoyed just living and learning in a new environment and culture that is far different than the one they came from!  
Marc’s goals for this year are to always love and teach his students well and to be a good and genuine co-worker.  He 
wants to do a great job presenting the material to students so they are able to learn well and to be a meaningful part of 
the HOPAC teaching staff. 
A native of Tanzania, Sheshi Kaniki (Economics) is enjoying being back in his home country 

after being away for 34 years! Sheshi also likes teaching a small class as it helps him to better understand his students’ 
needs and to meet them individually. The buzz among the high school students is great at HOPAC and Sheshi hopes to 
grow as a teacher so he can help his students meet their full potential. Prior to HOPAC, Sheshi worked as an economist 
for an insurance company in Johannesburg and  taught part time at the University of the Witwatersrand Business 
School. He was also one of the pastors at God First Church.

Trudie Kaniki (Service Learning) feels she has the best job at HOPAC, helping students 
understand what service is!  She loves seeing our students interact enthusiastically with the 
community around them, serving them in different ways. She is enjoying working with fellow 
HOPAC staff who are really passionate about what they are doing.  She also loves getting to eat fresh fruit every day 
and experimenting with different foods and spices. This year Trudie hopes that, as a team, we will take service learning 
to another level, with all the students from KG to G12 having a real understanding of what it means to serve in our 
communities. Prior to coming to HOPAC, Trudie and her family lived in Johannesburg for almost 8 years where Trudie 
worked at a business school as a programme manager.
Prior to HOPAC, Dan Kappers (History/Service Learning) was enjoying retirement, having 

spent a career as both an attorney and a law enforcement officer.  Retirement allowed him time to pursue his personal 
“just-for-fun” interest in History, while also working on the side as a substitute teacher.  This new opportunity at 
HOPAC to combine his favorite hobby with his passion for teaching, in a setting where he is also able share his faith in 
Christ, was too enticing to pass up.  His goals this year are to let his students catch a bit of his enthusiasm for History 
while at the same time giving them a glimpse of the excitement and adventure of following Christ. 

Sue Kappers (Library) is finding HOPAC a wonderful community to be associated with and is 
enjoying her students and colleagues.  She also enjoys the Indian Ocean view from school and 
home, feeling blessed each day to be surrounded by God’s beautiful creation. Before coming to 
HOPAC, Sue was an Intervention Specialist at the primary and middle school level, working with at-risk students to 
bring them up to grade level in reading and math in one-on-one and small group settings.  She worked with English 
Language Learners and those students who were at risk of being referred for Special Education. As the Librarian, Sue 
hopes to learn most of the students’ names and to continue the work of previous librarians in the improvement of the 
school’s collection.
Although new to our current campus, Festo Kijo (IGCSE/A Level Art & Design) is not new to 

HOPAC, having volunteered as a part time art teacher in 1996 at HOPAC’s former location. In addition to HOPAC, 
Festo has also taught art or served as a school administrator at IST, Laureate, Kwanza International,  Msangani High 
School and the University of Dar es Salaam.  For the past several years, Festo has been a successful commercial artist 
and you can see his work at the University of DSM,  TANAPA headquarters, the Ministry of Water headquarters, the 
Court of Appeal, and the Institute of Marine Science, just to name a few places.  Festo is enjoying the chance to teach 
again and loves to help students develop their artistic talents and a passion for art. 
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Sheshi Kaniki

Dan Kappers

Trudi Kaniki

Festo Kijo

Sue Kappers

Teddy Dellesky

Marc Driesenga

Deanna Dick

The 2013-2014 school year brings 18 new teachers and staff to HOPAC. 
We hope these bios will both introduce them to you and give you opportunity to pray for them during their first year at HOPAC.

New Teachers & Staff



     Haven of Peace Academy www.hopac.net      5

Rebecca Laarman (Academic Counselor) is loving the HOPAC community and its wonderful students.  Before coming 
to HOPAC, Rebecca worked in Student Development at Calvin College in the US with orientation and international 
student support (among many other programs).  This year she hopes to develop a good curriculum to help students 
prepare for life after HOPAC so when we graduate our students we can feel confident that HOPAC has done its best 
to prepare them for university life. 
Brittany Mathias (Grade 2) taught 4th grade literacy and social studies for three years in a public 
school in the US prior to joining the HOPAC family.  She is enjoying the tight knit community 
at HOPAC, learning about so many different cultures through her students, co-teaching and 
discovering new places. This year Brittany hopes to learn a bit more conversational Swahili and to 
help students learn and grow academically and in their love for the Lord 
Esther Mpinga Musa (Accountant) comes to HOPAC having recently finished a postgraduate 
diploma in accounting and with 13 years of school accounting and  adminstration experience.   
Esther is enjoying the warm environment at HOPAC and good working conditions and especially likes Wednesday 
afternoon worship and fellowship time with other staff.  Esther is working hard to familiarize herself with her new job 
and hopes to be instrumental in implementing a strong inventory control system at HOPAC.
Although he already has a hard time remembering his life before HOPAC, Jeremy Pickel 
(Geography) shares that he taught Grade 6 in a private school in Canada for 6 years and also taught 
high school geography and history for 1 year.  Jeremy finds the students at HOPAC eager to learn 

and wanting to do well.  He enjoys the school atmosphere because students and staff genuinely love this place.  His goals 
for this year: for his students to really enjoy learning about geography; for them to do well on their exams; to teach well 
and to become more involved in the lives of the students here.  Finally, he says learning Swahili would be terrific as well!

When asked what he is enjoying the most about being at HOPAC and in Tanzania, David 
Russell (Chaplain) said, “The HOPAC community is truly special. You instantly get included in 
this amazing family committed to students, each other, and Christ. The beach and free daily sauna treatments from the 
tropical weather are also a big bonus.”  This year David is praying and working toward HOPAC embracing the idea that 
each of us is called to be rightly related to Jesus, each other, and our world.  Prior to coming to HOPAC, David was the 
youth minister and family life director at St John the Divine church in Houston, TX. 
One of Frank Sanchez’s (Biology) goals this year is to become conversant in Swahili by next June/
July.  Frank enjoys going to the market and bargaining for a good price because this provides him 
with the opportunity to practice his Kiswahili, learn about Tanzanian culture AND get fresh 

seafood at great prices! Frank also hopes that his family really settles in and adjusts to life in Tanzania/at HOPAC and 
that the Sanchez family finds the specific ministries that God has for them while they are here in Dar.  Before coming to 
HOPAC, Frank taught K-12 science at Delta Charter School and New Jerusalem Elementary School in California, US.

Before coming to HOPAC, Laura Shirley (Grade 3) taught Grade 4, 5, 6 and 7 in the UK. At 
HOPAC, Laura is loving the community atmosphere and the unity that is easy to see between 
staff and pupils.  She is also enjoying the opportunity of seeing children coming to know God better as the school year 
progresses.  When it comes to Tanzania, she’s having a great time learning about cultural differences and cultural norms 
when compared to her life back in the UK.  And, of course, being from the UK, she is enjoying the sunshine!  This year 
she hopes to help her class discover and explore their creativity in as many different ways as they can and understand 
more about who they are in Christ through what they’re learning in lessons.
Even though she is one of HOPAC’s younger teachers, Abby Snyder (English/Literature/Primary 
Swim Coach) comes to HOPAC with a variety of experience.  Before HOPAC she taught English 

at a public high school in Indiana, sold bicycles, professionally rode & trained horses, taught rock climbing, dabbled in 
photography, tutored ESL for Burmese refugees and homework for students with learning disabilities, lifeguarded & 
taught swim lessons, played volleyball, participated in cycling races, skied & snowboarded AND got her M.A. in Teaching!  
This year, Abby wants to continue her Kiswahili skills and learn all her primary swim students’ names and stay healthy as 
she pursues her adventurous life in Tanzania. Abby is loving the weather, the beach, and the general environment of Dar, 
learning Swahili, the small classes she has and the community/family atmosphere of the school.
Before becoming a teacher, Tim Steen (ICT) worked in New York City at a computer software company, developing 

web sites, testing educational software, and training teachers. He liked the teachers so much he decided to become 
one, and taught computer and journalism classes at Eastern Christian High School in New Jersey for 12 years.  When 
asked what he’s enjoying the most, he replied, “I love the students! They are bright and eager to learn. They come to 
computer classes with big smiles and a lot of enthusiasm. They enjoy learning new things, and are eager to help each 
other when computer problems arise.”  Tim hopes that he can help students learn to be effective 
communicators. Whether they are preparing a presentation, writing a paper, or creating graphs for 
a science experiment, his goal is to give students the knowledge they need to use software to meet 
their goals, to learn how to use technology ethically and responsibly, and to know how to make 

sure technology enhances, not confuses, their message. 
Marietha Tarimo (Receptionist ) is enjoying interacting with HOPAC’s students and says she learns new things from 
them everyday.  Prior to joining HOPAC, Marietha worked in office administration and also is very accomplished in 
creating beautiful tie dye and batik fabric.  Marietha wants to focus this year on learning her job and performing her 
best.

Laura Shirley

Rebecca Laarman

Esther Mpinga Musa

Brittany Mathias

Jeremy Pickel

Frank Sanchez

David Russell

Marietha Tarimo

Abby Snyder

Tim Steen
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PAMOJA

Left:  Mr Steen, ICT teacher, 
participates in a break time activity 
while dressed up for “Decades Day.”

Below: Grade 6 students Ruben, 
Precious, Aaron, Mohamed, Cameron, 
and David, on “Character Day.”

This page, clockwise from above: Kindergarten 
students watch during the whole school assembly on 
Monday; The secondary praise band leads worship 
for the whole school assembly; Kera, grade 12, helps 
lead the actions during a song while dressed up for 
“Crazy Color/Fashion Disaster Day”; John, grade 

11, participates in a competition during break time 
which required him to run in high heels; Diana, 

grade 12, and Bekah, grade 11, shave a water 
balloon over Mrs Graham’s head causing it to pop!
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From day one of the school year, HOPAC students look forward to the acclaimed “International Day.” This year, the administration 
worked with primary and secondary Student Councils to plan a fun-filled, all-school Pamoja Week with International Day as the final 
and culminating event. In keeping with the theme of “HOPAC United,” the goal of Pamoja Week was to bring the student body and 
HOPAC community together. To do that, the Student Councils organized dress-up days, where students of all ages were encouraged to 
dress in crazy colors, according to various decades, as fictional characters, and as tourists. The costumes ranged from the expected to the 
extreme, and students and staff competed for “best dressed” each day during break time. Other Pamoja Week activities included dousing 
Mr Snyder and Mrs Graham with water balloons in a balloon-shaving competition, various relay races requiring certain male students 
and teachers to run in high heels, and even a U18 Girls vs. all-Primary football match. Then, on Friday, parents joined in the fun. 
Students and their families dressed in their home country’s colors or traditional dress, and prepared food and informational booths to 
share with the HOPAC community. International Day began with worship and cultural performances by students and staff. Then began 
the cram session, as students rushed between the various information booths to learn as much as possible about each country before 
returning to the gym to participate in the International Quiz, battling wildly for victory and the accompanying house points. After the 
quiz, everyone gathered around the food court to sample the diverse international flavors. The day wrapped up with a tribute to each 
country in the colorful Parade of Nations. Students, staff, and parents returned to school Friday evening to cheer for the U18 Boys and 
Girls football teams as they played against, and beat, IST! When students and their families left campus on Friday night, they walked 
out as a community brought together by the shared smiles, laughter, and colors of Pamoja Week. HOPAC United.         by Abby Snyder

Far Left: Caleb, grade 10, dresses up for “Decades 
Day.” 

Left: Teachers and Robyn, Primary Student 
Council President, make a pyramid to cheer for and 
support primary students. 

Below: U18 girls play the ENTIRE primary 
school in a football match. (Although there are some 

questionable calls by the refs, primary wins 2-1!)

Above: Robyn, grade 5, represents the UK during 
the Parade of Nations on International Day.

Right: Shriya, grade 9, flawlessly performs a 
traditional (and diff icult) Indian dance on 

International Day.

Far right: Yankho , grade 9, proudly carries the flag 
of her home country, Malawi, during the Parade of 

Nations on International Day.
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HOPAC United
HOPAC United.

The theme for the 2013-2014 school year. 

Aside from sounding noticeably like a certain football 
team, what does it mean? Similar to the Swahili word “pamoja,” 
unity means bringing parts, things, or people together into a 
single whole. Thus, in the context of HOPAC, that means 
a few different things. HOPAC United means being united 
with Christ, means being united as a HOPAC community 
made up of students, families, and staff, and it means being 
united with the world surrounding HOPAC. 

One of the aspects of HOPAC United is being united 
with Christ as individuals. For some, that may mean a first 
glimpse of the love and grace Christ offers in redemption, but 
for many, who already bear the title of believer, it may echo 
Psalm 86:11, which bears record of David’s cry for his heart to 
be brought to a singleness of purpose, when he says, 

“Teach me your way, O Lord, that I may walk in your 
truth; unite my heart to fear your name.” 

Like David, as individuals within the HOPAC community, 
there are a myriad of things pressing in that distract us from 
a vibrant relationship with Jesus Christ. Maybe it is grades, 
family issues, financial burdens, injuries or illnesses, or simply 
exhaustion that is dividing our heart from its sole purpose. 

This year, as individuals, let us seek to have hearts united in 
pursuit of a relationship with Jesus Christ.

The vision of HOPAC United also seeks to unite 
the students, parents, and staff of HOPAC together as a 
community. Pamoja Week, including International Day, was 
one way of doing this, as the student council planned a myriad 
of fun events to involve parents, teachers, and students of all 
ages in celebrating HOPAC and its diversity, while bringing 
everyone together in the shared experience of the event. 

Finally, HOPAC United means uniting HOPAC within 
its context in a broken world, specifically within Dar es Salaam 
and Tanzania. As in past years, students are engaging in service 
projects in the community, interacting with students from 
local schools, and planning projects for the annual Service 
Emphasis Week (SEW) to take place in March. Twice a week 
after school, HOPAC students can been seen running, playing, 
and just hanging out with kids during the Sala Sala Kid’s Club, 
an opportunity for kids living just outside HOPAC’s gates to 
play sports, and for HOPAC students to enjoy and share the 
love of Christ with the Sala Sala kids. 

Regardless of what part you play at HOPAC, whether you 
are a student, parent, or staff, this year, let’s be UNITED!  

by Abby Snyder
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