
In November, grade 12 student JP Chenge sat down with Chairman of Haven of Peace 
Trust’s Board of Governors, Dr. Simon Walton. 

Dr Simon Walton is from Manchester, UK and first came 
to Tanzania in 2000.  He is a General Practioner (Family 

Physician) and is working with the Anglican church as a doctor.   He 
is a strong Christian and obtains his inspiration from his relationship 
with Jesus as well as from the community.  Dr Walton and his wife 
Laura have two daughters, Grace and Esther, and a son, James, all of 
whom attend HOPAC.    

Dr Walton joined the Board of Governors in September 2011 and 
was appointed Chairman in March 2012.  He is an enthusiastic 
volunteer who is fascinated by HOPAC’s diverse and unique 
community.  He especially loves HOPAC’s “Crazy Love” theme this 
year which reminds us of how big God’s love for us is regardless of 
how small each one of us is in the bigger scheme of things.

Dr Walton is very keen to firmly apply the motto of the school which 
is to demonstrate “leadership, service and stewardship” in all HOPAC 
does.  It is his hope that HOPAC students will also live out this motto 
in Tanzania and beyond. 

One of the biggest challenges that Dr Walton faces as Chairman of 
the Board is the HOPAC community’s perception as to the purposes of 
the board.  He explained that the community is often unaware of the 
Board’s actions and role which inevitably leads to speculation.  His 
desire is that the Board will become more transparent and accessible 
in order for students, parents and other constituents to understand 
the benefits the Board brings to HOPAC. 

In his position as Chairman, Dr Walton is currently leading the 
action to achieve HOPAC’s new Strategic Plan.  In addition, this year 
he looks forward to contributing to the vision for HOPAC and helping 
the school fulfill its mission: to provide an excellent, Christ-centered, 
international education that meets western academic standards and 
equips students to live out a Biblical worldview in all areas of life to 
the glory of God. 
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International Day 2012

January
 7 First day of Term 2 
 17-23 G10 Mock Exams
 22 G11 Open House
 24 Kindergarten Open House
 29 Holiday - Maulid Day

February
 7 P/T Consultations: G10
 11-15 Book Week
 14 P/T Consultations: G7&8
 16-19 Mid-term Break
 28-Mar 6 A Level Mock Exams

March
 11-15 House Week
 15-21 Service Emphasis Week
 18 P/T Consultations: Primary
 22 Easter Service; End of Term 2 dismissal at noon

April
 8 First day of Term 3
 26 Holiday - Union Day

May
 1 Holiday - Workers’ Day
 7 Cambridge Exams begin for IGCSE and A Level
 21 P/T Consultations: G6,7,8&9
 23-24 Mid-term Break

June
 7 Primary Sports Day
 18 P/T Consultations: Primary
 17-19 Exams for Grades 6-9
 20 G12 Graduation; Whole School End of Year Assembly
 20 Last Day for Students
 21 No school for students; Last Day for Teachers

Upcoming Dates
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I am happy to report that HOPAC 
has added a new secondary school 

facility of five new classrooms with 
offices, storage rooms and additional 
boys and girls toilets.  This new building 
was attached as an extension to the 
existing secondary block and, as 
instructed to the contractor, Afrika 
Mashariki, matches the style of the other 
secondary buildings.  One great feature 
of the new extension is the series of 
ramps connecting it to the sciences and 
art building. This connects the entirety of 
HOPAC’s secondary school classrooms.  
The construction of this extension 
was completed within budget and we 
congratulate the contractor on a job well 
done.  Special mention of thanks is given 
to Mr Deepak Doshi, a parent of HOPAC 
student Ansh, who provided valuable 
volunteer help as a client consultant to 
the project.

Development Update
from the 

  Directors's 

     Desk

The swimming pool shade 
development project is nearing 
completion.  HOPAC students, teachers 
and parents look forward to an 
enhanced swim program and better 
pool maintenance as a result of the 
protection from the strong tropical sun 
of Dar es Salaam that the blue shade 
over the pool will provide. Design and 
supervision of this project were provided 
by Mr Peter Miles, a parent of HOPAC 
alumni Savannah and Electra, who 
gave sacrificial time and resources to 
complete the cover and overcome the 
challenges of the project.
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WIDE
World 

of

HOPAC
revised & updated

April Cooper McReynolds 
G2/English 2007-08 and 

her husband Zeth are now 
licensed foster parents and 
will be opening their home 

to children in need of a 
temporary home beginning 

in January.

Michelle Townsend 
Drummons G1/G2 2007-

2009 gave birth to Matthias 
on 27 December 2011.  

Michelle and her husband 
have begun the process 
of adopting a child from 

Russia.

Doug Shenk Math 
2004-2008 will be 

representing HOPAC 
at Urbana 12, a huge 

missions conference in 
the US in late December.

Grace Gachocha drama 2009-
2012 was married to Ronald on 
9 June 2012.  Grace is working 

on her Masters degree in the US 
and will return to HOPAC for the 

2013/14 school year.

Kate Connell 
chemistry 2008-2011 

was married to Michael 
Schlatt on 2 June 

2012.

Amy G5 and Austin Baum IT 
2009-10 are now the proud 
parents of James, born 6 

March 2012.

Anika Halverson former HOPAC student 
and her cross country teammates 

have qualified to go to the US National 
Championship competition in Oregon.

Janelle Wonders 
G3 1999-2008 and her 

husband, Rudy, are now the 
proud parents of Jeremiah, 

born 16 August 2012.

Laura Gordon English 2010-11 
was married 30 September 

2012 to Dave Reska.

David Bakalemwa former HOPAC 
student is now attending former 

director, Steve O’Neil’s Director school 
in the US. He is playing American 
football and was recently elected 

Junior Homecoming Prince.
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Vanessa Anyoti Class of 
2008 graduate is studying for a 

Masters degree in Epidemiology 
and Biostatistics at the Cyprus 

International Institute in 
association with the Harvard 

School of Public Health.

Jess Duffield G2 2005-2007 
was married on 4 November 

2012 to Adam Tricker.

Richard teacher/secondary 
principal 2003-2008 and Nicola 

Feather teacher 2003-2008 
celebrated their 25th wedding 
anniversary on 11 April 2012.

Emily Wiarda ESL/Special 
Needs 2005-2008 is now teaching 
and serving as a dorm ‘mom’ at 

Rift Valley Academy in Kenya.

Nuru Kitara Receptionist 2007-
08 and his wife Ester are now the 
proud parents of son Gnade, born 

26 April 2012.

Omega Royer 
current Kiswahili   

teacher gave birth to 
daughter Shannon on 

9 March 2012.

Carley Harrison current 
Secondary Assistant Principal 

was married on 24 November 
2012 to Victor Mwenda.

Elayne Ferrao current teacher 
assistant was married to Trevor 
on New Year’s Day.  Elayne is 
expecting her first child just 
before Christmas this year.

Bartholomew Vendelin Admin 
1994-2006 was married on 22 
September 2012 to Catherine 

Ngowi.

Zoe Klioumis G1 2007 was 
married on 13 October 2012 

to Steve Marks.
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On the 9th of November, 19 HOPAC swimmers 
flew to Mwanza to compete in the Isamilo 

Swimming Championships.This is the second year 
this event has taken place and 160 swimmers from 
all over Tanzania took part in the 2-day event.

Saturday was a long day. Warm up started at 
8am and the last event of the day was at 6pm. 
HOPAC swimmers once again proved to be excellent 
athletes, showing great sportsmanship and bringing 
home 58 medals. Stephanie Van Hoppe (top center) 
and Dhashrrad Magesvaran (right) excelled, winning 
eight gold medals each in the eight races they 
swam.

Many thanks to their coach, Yolanda Van Hoppe, 
for all the hard work she invests in the team.

HOPAC Swimmers Excel



HOPAC Welcomes New Teachers
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Jane Moshi  English
Jane Moshi comes to HOPAC with a 

wealth of international teaching experience.  
Jane taught A level English for three years 
in Zimbabwe and both secondary and 
university-level English in Papua New Guinea 
for 19 years.    Jane says that being at 
HOPAC reminds her of the importance of 
being patient and listening to God’s voice. 
She believes that this God-given opportunity 
has a purpose in her life and is ready to 
walk through the trail.  Jane is definitely 
enjoying every moment of being with her 
students at HOPAC and considers working 
within a Christian community such as the 
one at HOPAC and being involved with the 
young minds of Grades 8, 9, 11 and 12 a 
blessing.  She is convinced that the months 
and perhaps years ahead will be not just 
challenging but also very joyous for her and 
for her students.

Michelle Ayling  Primary Swimming
Michelle is already enjoying seeing her 

students not only have fun in the water but 
progress in their swimming skills. She’s 
also enjoying the incredible spirit of unity 
at HOPAC. This year Michelle hopes to have 
each and every student enjoying the water 
and swimming, with her longterm goal being 
to develop skills students can use their 
whole lives.  Prior to coming to Tanzania, 
Michelle served as a swim teacher and 
coach, helped in primary schools, taught 
Sunday school, was involved in her Women’s 
Group and, being a self-described “horsey” 
person, helped at a stable.  Michelle is a fully 
qualified secondary teacher.  Michelle and 
her husband, Stewart, have three children at 
HOPAC.

Danielle Lovelett  Grade 1
Having taught kindergarten prior to coming to HOPAC, Danielle has the experience and 

enthusiam to handle her ‘wonderfully energetic’ grade 1 students and finds her class this 
year filled with ‘positive spirits and personalities’.   Danielle is enjoying the diverse HOPAC 
community and, like many of us, thinks International Day is and will continue to be a favorite!  
She is grateful for how welcoming and helpful everyone was when she first arrived and has 
found that her relationship with the Lord has grown immensely in the four months she has 
been here as she relies on him for wisdom each day.   She hopes to continue to grow in her 
faith, to be His hands and feet and to glorify Jesus in the classroom and in all that she does.  
Danielle is a football player and has also shared her passion for football by coaching the U11 
girls team during Term 1.

Steve & Jen DaniellePaulina Bob Christine Jane Michelle

Steve and Jennifer Wickham  Grade 5 and Special Needs
Steve started at HOPAC Term 2 of last year, first in middle school then in Grade 5, so he isn’t exactly a new face. Prior to coming to HOPAC, 

he taught a variety of subjects and levels from pre-school to grade 8.  Steve is enjoying the abundance of pineapples and other fresh fruit that 
can be found in Tanzania, seeing his U11 boys improve as a team over the season, playing with the Sala Sala Kidz Club children on Tuesdays 
and being reminded daily not to take the little things in life for granted.  This year Steve hopes to get himself a little more organized at home 
and at school, to grow in patience and to focus on taking one day at a time, remembering that if he doesn’t get to it today, it’s okay because 
tomorrow is a new day. This year Jen has joined the HOPAC team and is working with special needs students at HOPAC.  She has experience 
working with both autistic students and students with Asberger’s Syndrome. Jen is enjoying learning Kiswahili and finds the process both fun 
and complex.  She hopes to get to a level of fluency where she can really converse with people.  Both Steve and Jen are enjoying making new 
friends and enjoying the diversity of culture, ideas and opinions that are found in the HOPAC community.

Christine Liebrecht  Grade 6/English
Before joining HOPAC, Christine taught at 

a variety of schools from French Immersion 
to an elite, private Christian school.  Most 
recently, she was teaching third culture 
children at a mission hospital in Jordan.  
Located in a remote area, her class was small 
but varied, like in the pioneer era of small, 
one room schoolhouses.  Christine is finding 
Tanzania an amazing place and finding 
Tanzanians friendly, kind and helpful.  Having 
grown up between the wide open plains of 
central Canada and the Rocky Mountains to 
the west, she rarely saw the sea and she is 
really enjoying the beautiful panoramic view 
of the ocean on her daily walk to school.  
Christine hopes to honour and glorify God in 
all she does this year, to learn some Kiswahili 
and to find time to travel around the country 
and see some of the fabulous treasures 
Tanzania has to offer.

Paulina Koster  EAL 
Having lived in Tanzania for 6 and a half years beginning in 1998, first in Kahama then 

in Mwanza, Paulina, says that returning to Tanzania this year feels like returning home. She 
loves working together with devoted HOPAC colleagues and  students from so many different 
cultural backgrounds and with such a wide age range and says “it is like a bouquet of mixed 
flowers, each with their individual beauty”.    Immediately prior to returning to Tanzania, 
Paulina taught Kindergarten for 5 years at Heritage International School in Kampala, Uganda 
and also taught Dutch as a second language. Her goal this year is to help each individual see 
his/her own beauty, quality and potential and to motivate them to bring it to its fullness for 
the glory of God. 

Bob Peterson  Science
Call him crazy, but one of the things that 

Bob Peterson is enjoying about Tanzania is 
driving because it is more exciting than in the 
US. He is also enjoying the friendly people of 
Tanzania, shopping at local dukas, practicing 
his basic Kiswahili, the staff and students 
at HOPAC and HOPAC’s incredible diversity 
and amazing work atmosphere. As you can 
imagine, staff and students are enjoying 
Bob’s positive outlook on life and his already 
very apparent dedication to the school, his 
students and the community. This year, Bob 
hopes to learn the Cambridge curriculum, 
develop a core set of resources for all of his 
subjects, continue his involvement in the 
Sala Sala kids club and Changamoto, and, 
by next fall, be able to have conversations in 
Swahili. Prior to coming to HOPAC, Bob taught 
secondary science for 11 years in the US, 
the past four years of which were advanced 
placement classes and university courses for 
gifted secondary students. He and his wife, 
Heather, also served as youth pastors for 10 
years. The Petersons have three children, 
ages 8, 5, and 2.
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by Amy Medina

Imagine you are in love.  Head-
over-heels, on cloud nine, floating 

an inch off the ground, totally and 
completely in love.  

But then, you never really talk 
to the person you are in love with.  
Never call, never text, and come up 
with excuses instead of spending 
time with this person.  You think 
about him or her every once in a 
while, you are polite, but you really 
would rather just stay home and 
watch television.

Impossible, you say?  There’s no 
way you could really be in love if 
that’s how you are acting.  Because 
when you are in love, there’s nothing 
you would rather do, no one you 
would rather be with, and all you can 
think about.  

So when we say we love God, what 
do we really mean?  How often do we 
think about God?  Talk to him?  Turn 
to Him when we are happy, troubled, 
or stressed?  How do we feel about 
worshipping Him?  Sacrificing for 
Him?  Learning more about Him?  
Would a casual observer be able to 
tell we are in love with Him?  Would 
our closest friends even be able to 
tell?  

The truth is, God has already 
showed us that He loves us with a 
crazy kind of love.  Not only does 
this earth display His love for us in 

millions of ways, but despite our 
rejection of Him, He paid the ultimate 
price of love through the death of 
Jesus.  He draws us; He woos us; 
He is patient with us over and over 
again, all in the hope that we will 
turn to Him. Francis Chan writes, 
“The very fact that a holy, eternal, 
all-knowing, all-powerful, merciful, 
fair, and just God loves you and me is 
nothing short of astonishing… Even 
though we could die at any moment 
and generally think our puny lives 
are pretty sweet compared to loving 
Him, He persists in loving us with 
unending, outrageous love.”

So what should our response be?  
Casual attendance at church on 
Sundays?  Praying before meals?  
Occasionally giving to the poor?  Or 
are we going to respond to God’s 
crazy love to us with a crazy love 
of our own?  Francis Chan writes, 
“Following Christ isn’t something that 
can be done halfheartedly or on the 
side. It is not a label we can display 
when it is useful. It must be central 
to everything we do and are.”  

That’s what we are focusing on at 
HOPAC this year.  What does God’s 
love towards us look like?  And what 
should our response be?  Secondary 
homerooms are reading through 
Francis Chan’s book Crazy Love.  
Assemblies in both primary and 
secondary are learning what a whole-

hearted commitment to Christ looks 
like.  

And the entire school—
primary, secondary, staff, 
and parents are being 
challenged to read the New 
Testament, God’s love letter 
to us, during this school 
year.  
Will you pray with us that God will 

work powerfully in the hearts of our 
students this year?  Francis Chan 
says, “There is nothing better than 
giving up everything and stepping 
into a passionate love relationship 
with God, the God of the universe 
who made galaxies, leaves, laughter, 
and me and you.”

Francis Chan is the founding pastor 
of Cornerstone Church in Simi Valley, 

CA, starting the church in 1994. 
In May 2010, he left Cornerstone to 

work directly in mission with the 
poor locally and internationally. 

www.francischan.org
www.crazylovebook.com


