
As a school, HOPAC has many 
departments to facilitate 

its running. These departments 
are subject to the director, Len 
Mittelstaedt. But how can all of these 
be administrated by one person?

That’s where Brian Anders comes 
in.  Brian came to Tanzania in 1996, 
working for SIL. He lived with his family 
in a remote village learning a language 
that was not previously written and 
he started to translate the Bible into 
that language. He worked for two 
years until his wife was diagnosed with 
cancer.  His family then went back to 
the States for treatment.  

After a few years, the Anders were 
back in Tanzania once again working 
for SIL, but this time working out of 
Dodoma so that they could be closer 

to medical attention. Brian worked 
at the Dodoma SIL office for five 
years and in 2005 he moved to Dar 
es Salaam where he was asked to 
join the Board of Governors of his 
daughters’ school.  

Since that time Brian has served 
HOPAC by serving on the Board of 
Governors and is now in his last year 
of service in Tanzania. He has been 
at HOPAC for six years and is currently 
serving as the Chairman of the Board. 

The Board of Governors is the body 
which works behind the scenes in the 
area of governance of the school. It 
is part of the Haven of Peace Trust, 
the sole owner and operator of the 
school. The primary task of the Board 
is to ensure that the school follows 
the policies set out in the Mission 
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HOPAC Mission Statement:
The mission of Haven of Peace Academy 

is to provide an excellent, Christ-centered, 
international education that meets western 
academic standards and equips students to 

live out a Biblical worldview in all areas of 
life to the glory of God.
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January
 4 First day of Term 2
 12 Holiday - Zanzibar Revolution Day
 19 P/T Consultations: G10

February
 2 P/T Consultations: G7
 8 P/T Consultations: G8
 9 Holiday - Maulid Day
 9-13 Mid-term Break
  
March
 21-27 Service Emphasis Week
 28 End of Term 2 dismissal at noon

April
 10 First day of Term 3
 26 Holiday - Union Day

May
 1 Holiday - Worker’s Day
 7 Exams begin for IGCSE and A level
 19-22 Mid-term Break
 24 P/T Consultations: All Secondary

June
 18-20 Exam week for G6-9
 22 End of Term 3 dismissal at noon

Upcoming Dates

Statement and in its Core Values. 

The mission of the school is quite 
simple: “to provide an excellent, Christ-
centered, international education.” The 
Board is meant to nourish this dream 
as they are liable for establishing the 
curriculum, praying for the students, 
setting the spiritual ethos, forming and 
carrying out a strategic plan, and other 
areas such as monitoring the finances. 

 However, the Board does not run the 

>>continued from page 1

school. The Board of Governors is meant to let the Director do his work while setting 
policies and forming committees so that the Director and the staff can function well. 
A lot of weight is given to the Director in this area and the Board is meant to make 
sure that the Director does his job well. They are responsible for hiring and firing the 
Director and are therefore also responsible for his actions. 

The Board is set up so that assisting and monitoring are done effectively. Each 
member of the Board spearheads a committee which is responsible for a certain area. 
There are nine people on the Board right now but there can be as many as twelve 
people actively involved. Three Board members are chosen to serve as “officers”. 
Their positions are: the Vice Chair, the Treasurer, and the Secretary. The Board 
chooses both the officers and the members of the Board and each member is part of 

a committee. For example, the treasurer 
is on the Financial Committee which is 
concerned with the financial state of the 
school. The committees are free to invite 
whoever they think will be beneficial to the 
purpose of the committee. The Board can 
invite anyone who they think is needed; 
however, there are some criteria. All board 
members must be born-again believers, 
they must agree whole-heartedly with all 
the beliefs of the Board, and they must be 
active members in an evangelical church. 

Board members meet once every two 
months to discuss current situations and 
pray for the students and the school. In 
this allotted time they have an “open” 
meeting, which anyone can observe. 
However, the chairman runs the meeting 
according to the laws and ordinances set 
out for the order of the meeting.  

As Chairman of the Board, Brian Anders 
has shown great leadership and has 
served with spiritual wisdom and integrity. 
HOPAC is grateful for his years of service 
and he and his family will be sorely missed 
by the HOPAC community when they leave 
Tanzania at the end of this school year.



     Haven of Peace Academy www.hopac.net      3

development & 
planning news

 In a further update about the plans for a new gate 
for the HOPAC entrance, the Board of Governors has 
agreed, after looking at various options, that the 
proposed new entrance gate will be at the north end of 
the campus.  

Tanroads has taken our concerns about safety into 
consideration and a new intersection will be created 
with a road to the Kunduchi Mtongani area intersecting 
at the exact point where our property ends on the north 
end.  

The use of the present gate will not be a viable option 
as the widened road will make the grade quite steep 
and there will be no access allowed from Bagamoyo 
road.  This project is currently underway so that the 
new gate can be used as soon as possible with road 
widening happening now.  We expect to use the new 
access by mid December.  

from the 

  Directors's 

     Desk

On another note, the Board of Governors has started a 
Strategic Planning Task Force under the chairmanship of 
Len Devaisher.  

The Vision 2010 plan, initiated in 2006, has been ac-
complished in large measure and the Board has agreed 
that it is a good time to look ahead and develop a new 
strategic plan for the next decade.  

The task force is in the “setting up” stage and preparing 
to gather data that is important for making informed deci-
sions and plans to share with the Board of Governors.  

Various stakeholders of the HOPAC community will be 
approached in the coming weeks for help in answering 
surveys and sharing opinions about our school.  

We value comments and suggestions from all stake-
holders of our school community so if you have any 
thoughts that you feel should be considered or ad-
dressed, Len Devaisher and the Task Force are welcom-
ing these at this time and as long as the committee is in 
process.  

Please feel free to contact Len at len.devaisher@gmail.
com or if you have any questions or comments please 
contact me by email at director@hopac.net.

Len Mittelstaedt, 
Director
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Grade 4
Tanzania’s breathtaking sunrises and sunsets have already won the 

heart of Ali Price, and so have her students who are “so sweet and full of joy”.
Before coming to HOPAC, Ali was teaching Grade 3 at a school for homeless 

children in Florida in the US, coaching a secondary girls rowing team 
and serving as a Young Life leader.  Ali is thankful for the genuinely loving 
people who surround her on a daily basis and hopes to learn more about 

loving her students and others this year.

English
Beverley has a wealth of experience both in teaching and in living and working abroad.  She 
has a passion for developing young readers and writers and hopes to instill in her students 
a lifelong love of reading and writing.   Beverley finds Tanzania a beautiful country filled with 
beautiful people and HOPAC a school with wonderful diversity, interested students and caring 
staff.  Before coming to HOPAC, Beverley was most recently based in Pennsylvania in the US 
where she served as the Communications Director for teachers serving with Wycliffe Bible 
Translators.

Art
Prior to joining HOPAC, Michael served as Artist in Residence for Wycliffe Bible Translators in 
the US, as keynote speaker at Wycliffe Associates banquets and as instructor at Youth With A 
Mission’s School of Illustration in Hawaii.  Michael is especially enjoying teaching examined 
art to Grade 10, 11 and 12 students and hopes to see them excel in their artistic growth.  He 
hopes that some of his younger students will see art as a challenging and exciting career 
opportunity to pursue in their futures.  Michael is enjoying his new church here in Dar and 
plans to continue to serve at HOPAC next year.

Recruiting Coordinator
Charis is looking forward to getting involved in all aspects of HOPAC life and 
has already jumped in with both feet.  She is not only helping to define the 

new role of Recruiting Coordinator within the Human Resources department 
but is also leading a G11 service learning project, co-coaching the U15 Girls 

football team and designing a new website for the school.  Just prior to coming 
to HOPAC, Charis experienced two major life milestones: getting married 

and completing a Master’s degree in which she focused on global education 
policies and the role of international organizations.  

Chemistry
Having served as lecturer at St. Joseph College of Engineering and Technology 
in Dar for the past six years, Pabila, who is from India, is not new to Dar es 
Salaam, nor teaching.  This year, Pabila is very much enjoying teaching in 
a Christian environment with more-than-adequate teaching materials and 
technology, a strong curriculum and great interaction with parents and school 
administration. She hopes this year to help all her students excel in chemistry.

Physics
James Mukiibi comes to us having taught maths and physics in both his home 
country of Uganda and in Tanzania.  James is enjoying HOPAC’s well-equipped 
physics lab and having access to internet teaching resources at his fingertips. 
James hopes all his students do well this year in their exams and that he can 
have his mother come visit HOPAC so he can show his school and have her 
meet his students. 

Psychology
Prior to teaching at HOPAC, Louise worked as a psychologist in Denmark in 

an educational context, coaching teachers and parents of children with 
difficulties.  Louise has also been involved in ministries in Tanzania including 

working on a Kiswahili Christian magazine for children called TWENDE and 
teaching Bible stories, songs and games to 60-80 children on a weekly basis. 

Louise enjoys being a part of the international fellowship at HOPAC, being 
together with her “wonderful class”and seeing her students interested in 

psychology. She prays that her dependence on God in her teaching can be a 
testimony for her students.

Charis Enns

Louise Nissen

Ali Price

Michael & Beverley Harrar

James Mukiibi

Pabila Alex Ronald
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Grade 2
Emily hails from Northern Ireland and prior to coming to HOPAC, was 

teaching at a primary school during the day and teaching piano in her spare 
time.  Emily loves teaching in HOPAC’s multicultural setting and marvels how 

God has brought so many different people from different cultures with different 
experiences all together in one school. She hopes to improve her Swahili this 

year and to enable her students to leave Grade 2 with many happy memories.

Kindergarten
Kara Redfield was an answer to prayer when HOPAC was looking for just the 
right person to teach Kindergarten while Karen Graham was on maternity 
leave.  Although not much taller than her students, Kara is doing a wonderful 
job and her students love her.  She enjoys the diversity in her students and 
says they are “brilliant and have tons of questions. They love learning about 
Jesus and always remind me of the Golden Rule.”  She hopes to prepare her 
students for a year of fun learning and to help them to know they were created 
and are loved by Jesus.  Prior to coming to HOPAC, Kara was a teacher at a 
school for kids with emotional and behavioral challenges.

PE
Rose Carper comes to HOPAC with a strong background in health and physical 

education including 6 years of teaching and coaching experience.  She loves 
the diversity in each of the classrooms and is having great fun learning about 
each student’s background and expanding her knowledge of the world in the 

process.  She really enjoys secondary assembly on Monday mornings where all 
can come and worship together and she enjoys starting each morning with the 
6th graders in homeroom.  Rose hopes to learn more about Tanzanian culture 

and language and to help her students learn to enjoy all types of sports and 
activities. She desires that all HOPAC students come to know, understand and 

experience the love of Christ on the HOPAC campus each and every day. 

Grade 3
Sarah Deal hopes this year, with God’s strength, to victoriously navigate the 

third grade with her class.  She also hopes to get to the point where she can 
have a conversation in Swahili that goes beyond greetings!   Sarah is enjoying 
the assemblies at HOPAC because they create community and allow everyone 

to worship together. She also loves the sea breezes and mangoes.  Prior to 
coming to HOPAC, Sarah taught grade 2 in Washington in the US for 5 years. 

Librarian
Stacy Cawley seeks to ensure the HOPAC library continues to be an inviting and 
exciting place for students to come find books they love.  Prior to coming to 
HOPAC, Stacy was the Library Media Specialist at Harrison County High School 
in Cynthiana, Kentucky, US and also taught English.  Stacy loves learning 
HOPAC students’ names and how to pronounce them.  She also is finding it 
very refreshing to be able to share her faith and talk with students about God. 

Math & Science
Winston is enjoying many things since he came to Tanzania but his students 
are at the top of the list; he is finding them true blessings in his life. Winston 
also loves the HOPAC community, all the activities on offer throughout the 
week for students and staff and the tranquility of everyday life here in Dar.  
This year Winston hopes to learn Swahili, to build long and lasting relationships 
with his students and their parents and to help his students to either love math 
and science or at least not to dread it!  Prior to coming to HOPAC, Winston had 
a similar teaching role at a school in Indiana in the US. 

History
Jeff, a newly-retired US Air Force Academy history instructor, is here in Dar 
with his wife, Alisha, and three children.  When asked what he is enjoying 

the most, Jeff responded quickly with the answer “the HOPAC community”. 
He said he finds it very similar to life in a military unit because HOPAC is a 

tightly knit community which is all focused on the same mission.  Jeff and his 
family have visited Zanzibar and loved it and hope to visit again and also to 

see some  of the wildlife parks in Tanzania.  

Winston Ly

Stacy Cawley

Jeff Stamp

Rose Carper

Sarah Deal

Kara Redfield

Emily Henry
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Monica Skiles Hornsby 
Kindergarten, 2000-2002 is now the 

proud mom of Lucius Aaron Hornsby 
IV after giving birth in October.

Julie Millar G4 2007-2008 is 
now a proud grandparent after 
the birth of her first grandchild, 

Henry, on 6 June 2011. 

Erin McBride graduated suma 
cum laude from Geneva College, 

on 7 May 2011 with a Bachelor of 
Arts in Sociology. She is now living 
and working in Pennsylvania in the 
US. Erin was a member of HOPAC's 

first Kindergarten in 1994.  She 
graduated from HOPAC's grade 10 in 
June of 2004 and is the daughter of 

Dan and Janet McBride. 

Bill and Rene Transburg have officially 
“retired” although it seems that is not 

stopping them from continuing to serve 
kids!  Rene is serving as librarian and 

aiding the Spanish teacher at their 
local Christian school.  Bill is teaching 

biology at the school as well and is also 
considering opportunities to champion 

the needs of MK/TCK schools worldwide.  
Both are serving in their church and 

enjoying time with family and friends, 
and they have added another Miniature 

Schnauzer puppy to the family.

Zoe Talitha Hundt 
was born on 8 November 
2011 to Brandon PE 2007-

2008 and Rachel Hundt 
English 2007-2008.

Michelle Townsend 
Drummons G1 2007-2008, G2 

2008-2009 is expecting her first 
child 22 December 2011.

Barry Chemistry, 2010-2011  
and Liz DeHaan school nurse, 
2010-2011 are now the proud 

parents of Renner DeHaan, born 
on 13 March 2011.

Melissa Sieperda 
G5 2007-2008 married 
Seth Johnson on 22 

October 2011.

Heather House 
G6-8 English & Bible, 

2010-2011 was married 
on 30 July 2011 and is 
now Mrs. Quincy Lima.

Betty Mrema, former HOPAC 
student and daughter of Costa 

Mrema, HOPAC’s Facilities 
Manager, graduated from 

Harvard in May of this year, the 
first HOPAC alum to graduate 
from an Ivy League University.

WIDE
World 

of

HOPAC

Janelle Wonders 
G3 1999-2008 married 
Rudy Petchnick Jr. on 

16 July 2011.

6

Lauren (Harper) G2, 2007 
and Russ Clemmer are now the 
proud parents of baby Hobie, 

born 13 April 2011.

Laura Gordon English 2010-
2011 is now teaching English 

at Arroyo Valley High School in 
the city of San Bernardino in 

Southern California.



In June of this year, Michelle 
Howell lab assistant/exams officer 

2007-2009 gave birth to her 
second child, Abbie Grace.

Marie-Louise Wilson, 
(married name, Ritson) German 

& French 2007-2008) gave birth to 
her second child, Hannah Elise 

on 19 September 2011.

Susanne Palmer G3 2006-
2007 was married recently 

and is now Susanne Parreira.  
Susanne and her husband, 

Daniel, honeymooned in 
Tanzania and stopped by HOPAC 
for a tour of campus and to see 

her former students who are 
now in Grade 8.   

Paul and Avril Kassell 
could not stay away from Africa 
for long!  They spent six weeks 
this summer serving at Amano 

School in Zambia. Paul was busy 
teaching Physics and Maths 

as well as Religious Education 
lessons on Science and the 

Bible.  Avril supported Secondary 
special needs students and 

assisted in the Library. 

Welcome to Christian, 
born in July to Victor Chigumbu 

current history teacher and his wife 
Criscilla.

Janet, daughter of 
William Jacob current 
head cleaner and wife, 
Stella, was born on 9 

April 2011.

Shaun and Karen Graham 
current Kindergarten teacher gave 

birth to Benjamin Graham on 
10 April, 2011. 

Bryan current Social 
Studies teacher and Rachel 
Smith are now the proud 

parents of Nathaniel 
Bryan Smith, born on 27 

February 2011.  

Oscar Kasanga current 
IT technician and Mikaly were 

married on 14 May 2011.
Nuru Kitara 

receptionist 2007-2008 
married Ester Lazaro on 

28 May 2011.

On the 9th of December 2011, Tanzania celebrates its 50th anniversary since gaining 
independence from Britain. For those of us who participated in the celebrations 50 years ago, 
the occasion brings back happy emotional memories. At exactly midnight that day, Lt. Alexander 
Nyirenda reached the summit of Mount Kilimanjaro and hoisted the new national flag of Tanganyika and planted 
the Uhuru torch as well. The concept of raising the national flag and planting the Uhuru torch on the summit of the highest 
point in Africa so that it may throw light across Africa and give hope to those still under colonial yoke was imaginative and 
emotive.

Whilst Alex was getting ready to hoist the national flag on the summit of Mount Kilimanjaro, our battalion was on parade 
at the National Stadium. Amongst other officers my role was to accept the new regimental colours (flag). The atmosphere 
was electric and charged with expectations and emotions. Exactly at midnight the siren was sounded and we heard Alex’s 
voice on the Tannoy (loudspeaker) system announcing that he had just hoisted the new national flag of Tanganyika on the 
summit. At this announcement there was an uproar of jubilations. We exchanged the regimental colours and at the beat of 
the drums, marched off.

To live up to the symbolic torch that was lit on the summit of Kilimanjaro the Tanzania Peoples Defence Forces played a 
pivotal role in the struggle for the liberation of Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Angola, Namibia and South Africa. It trained the 
military cadre of these countries and provided the main logistics supply line for all the armaments that they received.

Col. Alexander is no more with us but his son Foti Nyirenda asked me to join a climb of Kilimanjaro next week to 
commemorate the 50th anniversary since his father hoisted the national flag to celebrate Tanzania’s independence. It is an 
historic occasion and Raheem and I are joining about 17 other friends to accompany Foti in his tribute to his father’s historic 
role in the independence of Tanzania.

Col. Ameen Kashmiri (Retd)
The Kashmiri family have been part of the HOPAC community for many years. Ruhi graduated in 2011 and Raheem is currently in G11.

HOPAC At Night
Last year’s Secondary 
Student Council had their 
eye on one goal:  Lights.  Lights 
for the football pitch; lights for 
the basketball court.  And they 
succeeded!  They raised a lot of 
the money themselves, but also 
persuaded the administration 
of the benefits of lighting up the 
sports areas, and they helped 
to make the students’ dream 
come true.  As a result, HOPAC 
is now able to offer “Community 
Nights” every term.  The entire 
HOPAC community is invited 
to events such as football and 
basketball matches or the All 
School Talent Show.  With the 
added advantage of the Snack 
Bar, these events have now 
become incredibly popular!  
HOPAC families are discovering 
that Friday nights at school 
once a term are a great way to 
be entertained and get to know 
other families.  Who would have 
thought that some outdoor 
lights could be so successful in 
building community?

Gil current Chaplain 
and Bible teacher and Amy 

Medina welcomed Lily into their 
family in August 2011.



Even in Dar es Salaam, almost 
all HOPAC families have a 

television.  Many have cable.  Almost all 
have a computer with internet, and many 
students have their own.  Our lives, but 
especially the lives of our children, have 
become saturated with media.  And when 
the TV is on, music is attached to their 
ears, or the internet is being surfed, our 
students are receiving messages: constant, 
never ceasing streams of messages, and 
messages will influence, whether we want 
them to or not.  

“But it’s just entertainment,” many will 
say.  “It’s just relaxing; I just like the beat; I 
don’t listen to the lyrics.”  Or, “My kids only 
watch Disney movies; certainly those can’t 
be giving them a wrong message!”  

Really?  What are these messages telling 
our children and teens?   Is it possible 
                           that listening to lyrics over 
                                     and over (and over) 

again won’t be changing the way our teenagers think?  About love?  
Marriage?  God?  Their purpose in life?  And is even Disney’s version of love 
the way we want our daughters to dream?  Do we want our children to “follow 
their hearts,” which is the motto of Disney, when Scripture says, “The heart is 
deceitful and desperately wicked?”  

Our theme this year at HOPAC is “Plugged In.”  Our goal is to address the 
major influence of media in the lives of our students.  We’re asking them, 
“What are you plugged into?  What are the most important influences in your 
life?  How is media affecting you?  How is it changing the way that you think?”  
We’re striving to show them how media changes our thinking, and how they 
should show discernment in what they watch and listen to.  Sometimes they 
may need to “unplug” completely, or sometimes they may just need to do 
some more critical thinking about what they are consuming.  

In primary assembly, students are learning to compare the messages of 
what they’re watching and listening to to the message of the Bible, using 
examples of movies, books, and music that are common among younger 
children.  In secondary assembly and homeroom, students are also being 
taught to evaluate what they see and hear, as well as being challenged by 
testimonies of others who have been influenced negatively or positively 
through media.  

Ultimately, we are encouraging students to “Plug In” to God, instead of 
media.  Not to say that all media is bad, but their primary source of influence 
should come from Scripture and the Holy Spirit.  Students need to be 
constantly evaluating what they listen to or watch from a Biblical perspective, 
be aware of how media is affecting them, and then choose to allow God to be 
their primary influence.  We hope and pray that HOPAC families will also use 
this theme to spark excellent conversations with their children about what is 
on their screens and in their ears. 

By amy medina

      Plugged In  

Find a teenager, 
and there you will find a 

cell phone. Find 

him studying, and 

most likely he’ll have 

headphones 
in his ears.  Find her 

with free time, 

and you’ll find her on 

F a c e b o o k .


