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How time flies.  As I write this, we have 
already been here more than a month, 

and aspects that at first were so unusual are 
starting to become normal.  My wife Jenny 
and I come from Norwich on the east of the 
UK.  We have both taught for many years, and 
throughout the past nine I have been either 
head or deputy head of primary schools.  

The school I left consisted of 120 children 
in a village about 15 miles outside Norwich.  
There were great teachers, enthusiastic 
children, supportive parents, and very hard-
working governors.  It took a lot of hard 
work from everyone to make it so, but it was 
absolutely worth it.

I had no intention of leaving, none 
whatsoever in fact.  I was part way through 
a three-year school development plan, 
inspectors had been there and gone for 

another five years, numbers were 
increasing, and we had a tremendous 
rugby team.  Why would I want to leave?

It’s a wonderful thing when God, the 
most-high King of heaven and earth, 
puts His finger on your life and tells you 
to get up and go.  We have no doubt that 
is exactly what He did, initially inspiring 
us at a Christian conference to live a life 
sacrificed or “crucified with Christ.” (See 
Galatians 2:20)  He planted seeds in our 
hearts that began to grow.

A very small advertisement in a magazine 
for a primary principal for HOPAC, Dar es 
Salaam, aroused Jenny’s interest and the 

website fuelled the spark.  I tried to put the 
advert down, throw the magazine away, but 
it came back time and again until we felt we 
needed to pursue it, “just in case it was what 
God was telling us…”

One of the most significant lessons of 
the process has been that the ripples that 
go out from anything we do affect people far 
and wide.  I am so humbled by the number of 
people from all corners of the globe who have 
told me that they have been praying for us 
over the last 12 months!  People whom I had 
never met, people who simply want to see 
God’s will done and are faithfully bringing us 
to Him in prayer.

Having been here in March for a week 
that combined the 15 year celebration with 
an interview that felt like it lasted 15 years, 
we found ourselves in an unfamiliar place, 
not only geographically, but spiritually.  Are 
we prepared to give up everything--that’s 
right, everything--to follow Him?  It’s an easy 
decision to make when it’s not one you’re 
actually facing.  

Many times in the past I have said I would 
do it.  But at the sharp end of the question, 
would I really give up my children, my mother, 
a well-paid job, my house, my motorbike, 
dog, friends and security to be where God 
wants me to be? Doing what He wants me to 
do, with only that as security?  “Only that…” 
What more can we want than to be doing 
God’s will, supported, surrounded, protected, 
provided and loved by the only true God, who 
was, who is, and ever will be?
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    Haven of Peace Academy www.hopac.net      

Mission Statement of Haven of Peace Academy:

The mission of Haven of Peace Academy is to provide an excellent, Christ-centered, international education that meets Western academic 
standards and equips students to live out a Biblical worldview in all areas of life to the glory of God.

The magazine for the wider HOPAC community

By DaviD RoBinson
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January
 5 First day of Term 2
 12 Holiday - Zanzibar Revolution Day  
  No school for students
  
February
 4 School closes at noon
 11 Deadline for re-enrollment for 2011-2012
 14&15 Mid-term break
 16 Holiday - Maulid Day (tentative)

April
 1 School closes at noon
 7 Holiday - Karume Day
 8-14 Secondary Service Emphasis Week
 15 End of Term 2
 27 First day of Term 3

May
 10 IGCSE/A level exams begin
 31 School fees due for 2011-2012

June
 6-9 Grades 6-9 exam week
 17 End of Term 3

Upcoming Dates

Brandon and Amanda Maxwell 
are the proud parents of Owen Earl 
Maxwell, born 19 September 2010. 

James and Cathryn Barringer 
are the proud parents of Isaac Cor 
Barringer, born 29 September 2010.

Congratulations!

HOPAC 2010 Graduating Class:
Krisztina Chogo: Harvard Univer-

sity (USA), Medicine Degree 
Mikko Nygren: Union College 

(USA), Engineering Degree
Varnett Alegria Gomez: Union Col-

lege (USA)
Valiant Notman: Biola University 

(USA), Engineering Degree
Benjamin Fernandes: Northwest-

ern College (USA), Electronic Media 
Degree

Kasha Mchaki: Law Program at 
Swansea University College (UK), 
Law Degree

Henry Sondo: Law Program at the 
University of Buckingham (UK), Law 
Degree

Fehy Rabemahefa: Century 
College (USA), Computer Science 
Degree

Jean Pierre Muhoza: Colgate Uni-
versity (USA), Biochemistry Degree

Sarthak Nigam: Oral Roberts Uni-
versity (USA), International Commu-
nity Development and International 
Relations Degree (with a minor in 
French)

Hannah Koehler: Oral Roberts 
University (USA), Early Childhood 
Education Degree with a focus on 
English as a Second Language

Matthew Armstrong: Queens 
University (Northern Ireland)

Nsajigwa Kasyanju: University 
of Nottingham (Malaysia), Business 

Economics and Finance Degree
Michael Luyangi: Gap year, 

expects to join Nottingham Trent 
University (UK) next year to study 
Economics

Hendrina Hamukwaya: Gap year, 
applying for universities in South 
Africa

Christina Nsekela: Gap year, ap-
plying for universities in South Africa

Savannah Miles: Chester Univer-
sity (UK), Geography Degree

Woo Rim An: Joining a university 
in Korea in March 2011 to study 
Business Management 

Jonathan McBride: Gordon Col-
lege (USA), Kinesiology Degree

Melissa Muehling: Taking an 
orientation year in Germany

Have exciting news to share with the 
wider HOPAC community? Email Jane 
Gruler to be included in the next issue:  
jgruler@hopac.net.

HOPAC 
Family News

is the semi-annual 
magazine for:

Haven of Peace Academy
PO Box 70027
Dar es Salaam, 

Tanzania
www.hopac.net

Page Design and Layout: 
Carley Harrison 

Writing and Editing:
Amy Medina, David Robinson, 
Jane Gruler, Len Mittelstaedt, 

Carley Harrison, Laura Gordon, 
Heather House

Photography: 
Len Mittelstaedt, Gil Medina, 

HOPAC Photography Class

Printed by: 
Karljamer Print Technology
karljamerprint@yahoo.com

Piece 
   of Heaven



     Haven of Peace Academy www.hopac.net      3

from 
 EVERY NATION

A parade of nations is a parade of pride, not only for a participant’s own nationality, 
but for the opportunity to be part of the amazing global community found at HOPAC. 
With 311 students, HOPAC shines its brightest on International Day, when countries 
and cultures from around the world are honored and showcased through food, dress, 
song, and dance. This year, 34 percent of HOPAC students are native Tanzanians, and 
31 percent are children of missionaries. With such diversity represented in the student 
body, it is incredible to see God’s people come together from all corners of His earth.

Tanzania

USA

UK

India

Korea

Germany

Netherlands

Kenya

Ethiopia

Ireland

Zimbabwe

Greece

Denmark

South Africa

Sweden

Canada

Ghana

Switzerland

Cameroon

Finland

Italy

Lebanon

Malaysia

Russia

Guatemala

Japan

Madagascar

Malawi

New Zealand

Nigeria

Norway

Peru

Poland

Spain

Uzbekistan

Nationalities Represented at HOPAC
*By percentage. Many students choose to walk with more than one 

country on International Day and this is reflected in this visual.
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  and  

IntrOduCInG...
HOPAC’s new teachers Jen Moser is teaching Grade 1 

and loving the friendly HOPAC 
community, the amazing sup-

port she receives at HOPAC, 
and the beautiful scenery.  
Prior to coming to HOPAC, 
Jen was teaching Grade 4 

at an inner city school in 
Minneapolis,USA.  This year 

she hopes to help her first 
graders to be all that they can 
be and to discover Jesus in a 

more personal way.   She also 
hopes to learn some Swahili 
and gain lasting friendships 

and memories along the way.

Heather House is currently wear-
ing a couple different hats for HOPAC: she is 
teaching English to Grades 6-9 and Bible to 

Grade 6.  In just a few short months, Heather 
has already found many things to enjoy about 
being here: the enthusiasm and dedication of 

the staff, the warm and welcoming community 
life, the diversity and quality of the students 

she gets to teach every day, and being able to 
integrate the Bible into each lesson.  Prior to 

coming to HOPAC, Heather was teaching Grade 
4 at an elementary school in Southern Califor-

nia, USA.

Barry DeHaan comes to 
HOPAC from a small Christian 

school in Washington state, 
USA, and is a man of many tal-
ents (teacher, worship leader, 

builder, landscaper, electri-
cian), which he is already put-
ting to good use in Tanzania. 
In addition to a full chemistry 
and biology teaching load, he 
has been working on building 

self-sustaining bio-systems 
and swimming pools as a way 
to serve the local community.  

Barry is enjoying the peaceful, 
friendly people of Tanzania, as 
well as the diversity and dedi-

cation of the HOPAC student 
body and the respect every-

one at HOPAC seems to have 
for each other.  Barry and his 

wife, Liz, are expecting their 
fourth child next year.

Jenny Robinson, primary 
and secondary music teacher,  

has a passion for music and 
several years of experience 
teaching music and violin.  

She is excited by the possibili-
ties for music at HOPAC and 

is busy trying to figure out 
what to focus on first.  One of 
her goals is to bring students 

together to make music, 
whether it be through sing-

ing, playing instruments or in 
some other fun and creative 

way.  Jenny loves teaching 
pre-school children and wants 

to figure out how HOPAC can 
bring music to this age group.  

She says that if she can get 
those who don’t like music to 
have fun and enjoy it, she will 

feel she has done her job. 

HOPAC parent Carolyn 
Simpson is actually a quali-

fied General Practitioner 
who is teaching in her spare 

time. In addition to helping 
Masaana Hospital develop 
guidelines for the manage-

ment of chronic diseases and 
working at the Nuru Centre 

through the Pioneers mission 
organization, she teaches 
science for Grades 6 and 
7.  Carolyn hopes to show 

her students that science is 
not just a school subject but 

part of their everyday lives 
and instill in them a desire to 
understand more about what 

is going on both around and 
inside of them. She hopes 

that as they understand more 
of the wonder and the order 

of the world, they grow in their 
desire to know the One who 

holds it all in His hands.

French has grown so much 
in popularity that this year 

Berthe Mendo was invited to 
teach Grade 6 and 7 French.  

Berthe, an experienced 
language teacher and wife to 
current French teacher Elisee 

Mendo, is enjoying the col-
laboration between all stake-

holders at HOPAC: administra-
tion, teachers, students and 

parents.  This year, Berthe 
hopes to help students with 

the language learning pro-
cess and to improve her skills 

by learning from others and 
seeking to understand others 

according to God’s way.
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HOPAC welcomes Ben Cook on 
board this year as the school’s 

swim and sports coordinator.  
Ben comes to us with several 

years of swim coaching experi-
ence and has quickly won over 

our pool staff and dedicated 
parent volunteers.  Ben, a 

Spanish major at university, 
also taught Spanish in the 

USA.  He enjoys working with 
people from all over the world 

and hopes to be stretched this 
year and learn a lot about him-

self and about God. He also 
hopes to get a wider scope to 

view the world through and 
to try and see things the way 

other people see them rather 
than through a narrow, Ameri-

can perspective.  



5     Haven of Peace Academy www.hopac.net      

Victor Chigumbu, Grades 
9-12 history teacher, comes 
to HOPAC with experience in 
both Cambridge curriculum 
and teaching in Africa.  Victor 
has previously taught his-
tory in Zimbabwe and South 
Africa, and, most recently, at 
Jaffrey Academy in Arusha.  
Victor enjoys the Christ-
centred approach that HOPAC 
undertakes in its endeavor 
to give quality education. He 
also enjoys how both students 
and staff are involved in as-
semblies and how the HOPAC 
staff works as a family.  Victor 
is looking forward to helping 
his U11 boys soccer team ex-
cel this year, getting involved 
in other extra curricular activi-
ties and his wedding, which is 
set for December 22, 2010!

HOPAC’s art teacher, Erin 
Steinhoff, brings some practi-
cal experience and quite a 
sense of adventure with her 
to Tanzania.  Erin, a former 
elementary teacher, has spent 
the last six years working as 
an interior designer in Dallas, 
Texas, USA.   In addition to lov-
ing the fellowship and sense 
of community at HOPAC, Erin 
enjoys the adventure of tak-
ing dala dalas and bajaji to 
explore places in Dar and she 
looks forward to many new 
adventures, relationships, 
experiences, and challenges 
during her time in Tanzania. 
Erin hopes to make a lasting 
impact in the lives of her stu-
dents as she serves, teaches, 
and loves through the power 
and strength of Christ. 

Jennifer Kirschstein, second-
ary mathematics and science 
teacher, sees each individual 
as a surprise parcel from God 
and finds it fascinating to see 
the hidden talents that slowly 
unfold day by day. She enjoys 
encouraging her students to 
use their gifts to serve others 
and still achieve their dreams. 
She finds that HOPAC stu-
dents have the enthusiasm 
to learn and serve. “I hope 
this year that every time class 
is dismissed, my students 
can't wait for the next time 
we meet. That includes test 
dates!” Jennifer recently 
graduated from Texas South-
ern University in the USA and 
returned to Tanzania to be 
with her family following the 
loss of her mother.

Laura Gordon is teaching sec-
ondary language and litera-
ture and absolutely loves the 
discussions she has had so 
far with her students. “Even 
as I am transitioning to living 
in Tanzania, what really helps 
is what I keep telling people 
back home: ‘I really love 
school.’”  Laura was most 
recently working in Southern 
California, USA as a journal-
ism teacher at a community 
college and as both a daily 
and long-term substitute. 
She has also served in youth 
ministry for almost 10 years. 
Laura hopes her students will 
develop a joy for expressing 
themselves and their ideas 
through writing. For herself, 
Laura hopes to learn Swa-
hili, become involved with a 
women's issues project, and 
grow in her relationship with 
God.

Muchinesu Moyo, secondary 
geography teacher, most re-
cently taught at Jaffery Acad-
emy in Arusha and is enjoying 
quite a few things about his 
new job and his new environ-
ment.  He appreciates the 
high level of professionalism, 
the environment of God’s 
love, the fact that the school 
is well resourced and that the 
students are committed and 
hard working.  As a geogra-
pher, he is also fascinated 
by the coastal environment 
and appreciates the beautiful 
view of the ocean from his 
classroom window.  Moyo’s 
passion for his subject has 
him hoping to continue study-
ing geography at the master’s 
level at the University of Dar 
es Salaam in the near future. 

Bryan Smith, geography and 
history teacher, is not new 
to Tanzania.  He and his wife 
previously served in Tanzania 
as SIL sociolinguists.  Bryan 
turned to and enjoys teaching 
because he likes making an 
investment into others’ lives. 
He is pleased by the overall 
attitude and effort put forth 
here at HOPAC and finds 
many willing achievers among 
the students. He loves the 
fact that he can teach within 
a biblical framework and 
that difficult questions can 
be discussed and reflected 
upon in a safe, caring envi-
ronment.  Bryan’s goal this 
year is to build relationships 
with students and staff and 
to develop professionally by 
incorporating others’ good 
ideas into his personal style 
and thoroughly learning the 
material he is teaching.  
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Yvonne Slocombe, Grade 5 
teacher, has previously taught 
primary school for several 
years in Dodoma, Tanzania, 
and in Burundi. She is enjoy-
ing many aspects of teaching 
at HOPAC: having the teaching 
resources she needs at her 
fingertips, the beautiful view 
from campus, and the active 
parental involvement. “I’ve 
never been so well provided 
for and now people are asking 
me if I’d like more!” Yvonne 
is still adapting to her first job 
in a busy city and has a high 
respect for mums who “step 
out in that traffic!” She hopes 
each student will exceed their 
personal best and grow in 
character and confidence. She 
prays that their inner revela-
tions of the Father will be that 
He is more mighty, more loving 
and more compassionate than 
they ever realized before.  
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a
 NEW LOOK 

at 
HOPAC

Landscaping was completed around the 
Administration Building and a new driveway 
and parking area were built.
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While the school-break months of July and August were restful for the majority of the HOPAC community, 
a small number of staff were busy overseeing campus upgrades to existing facilities. A proposal was made 
to the Board of Governors for enhancements around the main activity centre of campus, specifically the gym 
and swimming pool areas. The Board approved upgrades for the following areas:

Several projects are scheduled for future development and completion as funds become available, 
including a retractable stage and storerooms on the east side of the gym.  HOPAC is very grateful for the 
service provided by Peter Miles, a HOPAC parent.  His provision of the laborers and supervision of their 
work has largely made the new look around the gym area possible.

The wall between the football pitch and the gym 
had a long horizontal crack that needed repair.  With 
the demolition and removal of the weakened part 
of the wall, a new concrete and steel reinforcement 
beam was created. An additional benefit to the 
strengthened wall is increased seating for assem-
blies and sports viewing.

The boys and girls locker 
rooms were in need of reno-
vation, especially in regards 
to shower facilities. The origi-
nal space was redesigned to 
allow for inside storage and 
covered for protection from 
sun and rain.

Necessary changing rooms were added 
in the pool area to facilitate changing from 
school uniforms to swimming costumes, 
which can now be done at the actual swim-
ming pool area. Pump maintenance issues 
were addressed and repaired during the 
holidays to prepare the swimming pool for 
use in September.

The banda on the lower side of the gym was con-
verted into a food services preparation and serving area. 
This, together with the newly paved courtyard between 
the kindergarten and gym, brings a cleaner look and 
more practical design to one of the most-used areas of 
the school.
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It’s easy to be a nice person; to go to church, put 
on a smile, do your work, and impress people with 
your good manners and articulate speech.  But what 
about when you go home?  How do you spend your 
time?  Your money?  What do you spend most of your 
time thinking about?  

Or consider this:  Would you cheat if you knew you 
would not get caught?  Would you steal if you knew 
there was no way of tracking you down?  Would you 
do your best job if you knew someone else would get 
the credit?

Haven of Peace Academy is an excellent Christian 
school.  Our students are getting an extraordinary 
education.  They score top marks and get scholar-
ships to prestigious universities.  They are able to 
participate in sports, music, drama, art, and photog-
raphy.  Every student, every year, has a part in Service 
Learning, and every secondary student, every year, 
goes on a Service Learning Trip somewhere in Tan-
zania.  All students take Bible lessons, go to weekly 
assemblies/chapels, and memorize Bible verses.  

But what about their hearts?

The ideal HOPAC student isn’t just a top student, a 
hard worker, and accomplished in sports and music.  
He or she isn’t even someone who calls him or her-
self a Christian.  Why not?  Because that’s not what’s 
most important to God.   

As far as God is concerned, grades, reputation, 
accomplishments, and physical strength pale in com-

parison to who we are on the inside.  What matters 
most to Him is the condition of our students’ hearts.  
Do they have hearts that seek after God?   Are they 
willing to be broken before Him over their sin?  Are 
they humble, honest, teachable, patient, kind, and 
loving?  Do they have integrity in all that they do?  

As a staff, this is what burdens us for our students.  
Yes, we want to teach them well.  Yes, we want them 

to succeed on their 
exams, strengthen their 
minds and bodies, and 
understand the world.  
Yes, we want them to 

have a biblical worldview in all areas of life.  But a stu-
dent could leave HOPAC with all of those things and 
yet still lack the most important thing of all: a heart 
like God’s.  

That is why our theme this year is “Inside Out.”  
We want our students to see and understand that the 
most important thing in life is their character and how 
it matches up to God’s standards.  We want to model 
this for our students in our own lives, and we want 
them to desire it for themselves.  Only God can bring 
about this kind of change—we can’t make ourselves 
more like Christ!  But God will honor the heart that 
seeks Him first.  Pray with us, that God will spur on in 
our students the kind of transformation that comes 
only from the Inside Out.

inside
Out

Who are you when no 
one is looking?

By amy meDina

What does it
mean?

It’s like David and Goliath. 
People look on the outside; 
big and strongest is king. 
God would look on the 
inside to say who’s the right 
person.
David Reigert, Grade 3

You might be nice on the 
outside but that doesn’t 
mean your inside is nice.
Ezra Kavishe, Grade 5

Outside is your appearance 
and what people think of 
you when they look at you. 
Inside is what people can’t 
see but what you really are.
Kevin van Hoppe, Grade 8

It means not defining 
yourself by your outside 
appearance.
Jorgo Pappadimitriou, Grade 11

Don’t look at the outside. 
Your inside is better than 
the outside, it shows you 
more.
Juliah Javadala, Grade 5

The most important 
thing of all:  

a heart like God’s


