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Since February of this year there 
have been some big changes in my 

life.  My relationships are with generally 
the same people and my interests have 
remained the same. However, since being 
appointed as Director of Haven of Peace 
Academy, my job description is quite 
different than what it has been for the last 
thirty years.

My wife, Marilyn has been my partner in 
ministry and work, as well as my greatest 
personal assistant for 32 years. Her 
professional skill in business banking have 
aided and helped much in our work as have 
her hobbies in gardening, catering and 
teaching/playing piano. Our growing family 
of four sons, three of whom are married, 

plus two darling 
granddaughters 
bring us much joy, 
especially when we 
can be together.  Two 
of our boys married 
girls who attended 
Rift Valley Academy 
in Kenya where they 
also went to school 
for some years. 

Marilyn and I have 
had the privilege to be involved with HOPAC 
since its beginning when we were serving 

as ministerial missionaries doing church 
planting and leadership training.  In fact, 
our two youngest sons were amongst the 
first students of HOPAC in 1994.  Together 
with four other missionary families we 
prayed and worked together to envision 
a place of learning for our children and 
others who would join the school. 

After 15 years of existence for 
HOPAC and having been involved in the 
governance side and now administration, 
it is amazing to see what the school has 
become! We are grateful to God for all 
the different people He has used over 
the years. Personally, we have seen many 
changes in Tanzania since first coming in 
1983. We are amazed at the opportunities 
now available and we have chosen to 
become more involved in Christian school 
education by accepting the role of Director. 

 We feel privileged to be given this task, 
following in the footsteps of many great 
Head Teachers and Directors in serving the 
mission of HOPAC.  If I can be of help or if 
you have suggestions or comments please 
direct them to me via the email address 
director@hopac.net or contact me through 
the office.
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Mission Statement of Haven of Peace Academy:

The mission of Haven of Peace Academy is to provide an excellent, Christ-centered, international education that meets western academic 
standards and equips students to live out a Biblical worldview in all areas of life to the glory of God.

The magazine for the wider HOPAC community

By Len MitteLstaedt
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By eLaine Baker

In February the Haven of Peace Academy community gathered together to celebrate a milestone in 
our history: our fifteen year anniversary.  Students, teachers, staff, parents, and friends rejoiced 

over the ever increasing growth of the school since we first began educating students in 1994.  Past 
students who have graduated and gone on to become successful global citizens were also a part of 
the celebration, with one sharing about the positive impact the school and teachers had on his life.  
HOPAC’s positive contribution to the nation of Tanzania was also recognized, as a delegate from the 
Ministry of Education brought his greetings from the Minister.

After the ceremony, which included tributes, singing from the national staff, dancing and a pictorial 
review of HOPAC’s history, everyone present enjoyed a piece of birthday cake.  While the cake is eaten 
and the celebration over, the HOPAC community and country of Tanzania continues to enjoy the far 
reaching impact of our thriving school.  

haven of Peace acadeMey:
celebRatIng 15 yeaRs!

(clockwise from top) Dan McBride gives the history of 
HOPAC; primary and secondary students, teachers, parents 

and community friends enjoy the ceremony;  Grade 3 and 
4 sing and sign “How Great is Our God”;  Zoe Larmey and 

Imani Muya perform a dance; HOPAC staff share a song 

HOPAC moves to 
the new Kunduchi 
campus

HOPAC celebrates 10 years
HOPAC’s first school year!

1994-
1995

2001

2004

2010
15 Year Celebration!
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chaRIty fundRaIseR “say no to vIolence agaInst WoMen!”
As part of their service learning this year, grade 12 students Varnett Alegria and Krisztina Chogo decided 

to raise awareness for the organization UNIFEM (United Nations Development Fund for Women) through their 
campaign, “SAY NO TO VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN,” by holding a fun day at HOPAC. The fun day included 
various games, such as pillow fights, lucky dip and other activities, a boot sale, a raffle and a lot of food and 
excitement! All proceeds from this event were donated to UNIFEM. The money will be used to provide shelter, 
scholarships and jobs to women in developing countries who are subjected to violence and abuse. 

Varnett and Krisztina also established a fund so that the same event can take place next academic year 
and so that these women can keep being supported.

They would like to thank you everyone who came to support them and who made the event a success.

As the HOPAC school bus ar-
rives at Jangwani Beach pri-

mary school, loud cheers greet our 
ears from the classrooms of stan-
dard 3 and 4. It’s time for the week-
ly English lessons by the students 
from HOPAC. Children who for some 
reason were outside the classrooms 
now run to get back in on time to be 
part of the excitement!

HOPAC students from grade 6, 
7 and 8 for several years now have 
been involved in teaching English 
at different local primary schools. 
This is part of the Service Learning 
program. First they taught mainly 
with self-made teaching materials 
on different topics, but since last 
year, they have also taught by using 
picture books and easy readers 
from the Mobile Library.

The Mobile Library has quickly 
grown to over 2000 titles and more 
than 4000 books in total. There are 
picture books, easy readers, chap-
ter books, leveled readers and a 

selection of non-fiction books. Some 
books have been donated by HOPAC 
students and their parents, others 
have been bought at boot sales and 
more donated books have arrived 
from the UK, US and Canada.

For most of the children in the 
classrooms, books are a novelty. 
They marvel at lift-the-flap books, 
simply love the I-spy books, are fas-
cinated by books in which animals 
talk and ask many questions when 
reading non-fiction books. Our aim 
is of course to help them under-
stand the English but also to create 
a love for books and an awareness 
that one can learn a lot by reading 
books. 

As a result of our visits, one of 
the local schools has begun to set 
up a school library. Another school 
is in the process to do exactly the 
same. We work together with the 
Tanzania Book Support Trust (TBST) 
who is very keen to support these 
schools in this new development.

When it is time to pack up the 
books to go back to HOPAC, the 
children get excited all over again. 
They all want to help carry the boxes 
of books to our school bus and “Will 
you come back next week?” is a 
question often asked.

Two previous HOPAC teachers, 
Mr. Luth (US) and Mr. Gibbons (UK), 
have been organizing book drives 
at the schools where they currently 
teach, collecting many books for the 
Mobile Library. They also raised the 
funds needed to transport these 
books to Tanzania. In the next few 
months we are expecting the Mobile 
Library to double or triple in size!

Wouldn’t it be wonderful to help 
more local schools set up their own 
school library? Or even to set up a 
children’s library in the area so that 
many more children can enjoy the 
books? Any suggestions, volunteers, 
donations and of course children’s 
books are welcome!

By anja sMits

the MobIle lIbRaRy

Service Emphasis Week 2010 (SEW) 
took place March 19-25th.  The week 

kicked off with Preparation Day on campus 
Friday 19 March.  After picking up their team 
shirts in a variety of colors, students pro-
ceeded to an assembly with special speaker 
Doug Buckley of Vineyard Maji Salama, who 
challenged us to fill our buckets with op-
portunities to serve.  After, teams dispersed 
for team building time, followed by hilarious 
large group games on the basketball court, 
and team preparation time.  It was a great 
kick-off for the upcoming days of service. 

The 17 SEW teams served from HOPAC 
to Tanga to Morogoro. The service projects 
included working on a farm and digging 
trenches (KidzKare Orphanage, Bagamoyo), 
leading games and crafts for women and 
children staying at a hospital (CCBRT Dis-
ability Hospital, Dar es Salam), installing 
and demonstrating the use of water filters 
(Maji Salama, Dar es Salaam), painting  
(Safina Foster Home, Mwandege) and build-

ing (Young Life, Afrikana, Dar es Salaam).  
Upon returning to HOPAC, all 17 teams 

shared about their service week with skits 
and powerpoint slide shows, videos and 
music during the Reflection Assembly.  We 
heard that one team prayed for rain to 
soften the ground for planting bougainvil-
lea, while just down the road another team 
prayed that the rain would stop so they 
could keep building a retaining wall; both 
teams got what they asked for!  The team 
doing carpentry with recovering drug addicts 
at Changamoto showed in a powerful and 
very entertaining skit the healing power of 
Jesus to bring transformation.  A reenact-
ment by the YWAM team brought laughter as 
we saw that one of our girls nearly fainted 
as she observed a baby being born at the 
clinic.  As the day and presentations were 
brought to a close, lead by the able Ab, the 
whole assembly erupted in applause for 
what had been an awesome time, “the best 
SEW ever!”

Menka Shah and Naomi Simpson were part of the “pink team” who assisted Youth in Dar staff in 
a local primary school, teaching English and doing projects with the students.  Here they share their 
experiences in their own words: 

Menka: We went down town to teach at a Madrasa (an Islamic school), we went there and 
helped them out with their English. Our typical day was: Get to the school at 8, Teach from 
8:30 to 10 and then have a little break for an hour and then teach again from 11-12. After 
we finished teaching we helped out in the library...making posters, and helping around with 
stuff and then we would return, and chill and prepare for the next day and then at around 
7 we would have dinner and after that we would have devotions and then lights out. I will 
miss teaching, especially the standard 2 kids. 

Naomi: If I let God take control what would my life look like? If I let God take away my 
insecurities what could I achieve? The first day we arrived at the school I was amazed at all 
the kids in their smart, muslim appropriate, school uniforms saying their prayers in arabic. 
I was even more amazed when I started getting to know them and realised that they could 
speak 3 or more languages even though some of them were only 3 or 4 years old. We were 
working with the younger classes each day and at some point each of the members of the 
group had to take part in leading the class, this was a fairly daunting idea for someone who 
cringes away from being centre of attention but actually when I got up there it was kinda 
fun. It was an awesome, eye-opening week, getting to know some really great kids:)

the teaMs
We’re thankful for all of our 

community partners who 
enthusiastically agreed to 

host a team!  

KidzKare Orphanage, Bagamoyo 
(Notman family)
Huruma Children’s Home, Goba, 
DSM (Bible Baptist Mission)
Safina Foster Home, Mwandege 
(Safina Street Network)  
YWAM Medical, Mwandege 
(Youth with a Mission)  
Youth in Dar, Upanga
Neema House Manna Center, 
Temeke, DSM  (Bible Baptist 
Mission) 
Deaf School, Buguruni 
Soccer Camp, Tanga (Baptist 
Mission) 
Geography/Orphanage, Moro-
goro
Children’s Remand Center, 
Upanga, DSM
CCBRT Disability Hospital, Msa-
sani, DSM
Changamoto, Afrikana Juu, DSM
Nuru Center, Mbezi Beach, DSM 
(Presbyterian Church of Tanza-
nia)  
Nursery School, Madala, DSM 
(William’s ministry) 
Maji Salama, DSM (Vineyard 
Church)
Young Life,  Afrikana, DSM
HOPAC Sports

By janet McBride

HOPAC would like to extend 
a special thank you to Janet 
McBride, who is leaving Tanzania 
in June after a lifetime of service.  
Janet has invested much into 
HOPAC, including many years 
as a Bible teacher and Service 
Learning teacher.  We would 
especially like to thank Janet for 
her work in coordinating Service 
Emphasis Week this year.  SEW 
was a huge success this year 
due to Janet’s efforts.  We are 
very grateful for the countless 
hours that Janet has given to 
HOPAC over the years!

seW 2010



Jon and Lori 
Larson have also 
served at HOPAC 
for two years.  Lori 
taught a variety of 
subjects includ-
ing history, eco-
nomics, service 
learning, and 
Bible.  She also served as the bas-
ketball coach for the U18 girls’ team.  
Jon has been a tremendous help on 
the Building and Grounds Committee, 
and served as a willing and talented 
carpenter/trainer in the workshop.  
Many beautiful pieces of craftsman-
ship on the HOPAC campus 

are a testimony 
to his service!  
After working in 
a public (gov-
ernment) high 
school in the 
USA for almost 
20 years, Lori 
attests that it 

has been a real blessing to serve 
in a Christian community and be able to 
openly teach and encourage students 
in their faith.  The Larsons now plan to 
return to Minnesota to their previous 
jobs:  Lori to Hopkins School District, 
and Jon to a building firm, but they are 
open to anywhere in the world God may 
lead them!

Brandon and 
Amanda Maxwell 
have invested 
three years into 
HOPAC.  Brandon 
taught middle 
school English and 
service learning.  
Amanda taught 
5th grade her first 

year, and then was involved in student 
council and setting up the service 
learning program for primary.  Both 
Brandon and Amanda have also done 

extensive coach-
ing in basketball 
and soccer.  They 
have now returned 
to Minnesota to 
continue teaching 
there, and to await 
the birth of their 
firstborn child in 
the fall!  

Kyle and Jane McFarlane’s in-
volvement in HOPAC has gone back 
many years.  Not only have their sons 
attended since 
kindergarten, but 
Kyle worked part 
time at the school 
since 2001.  Kyle 
started out by im-
proving the content 

and quality of IGCSE 
geography course, 
and then set up the A level geography 
course.  Kyle is also responsible for set-
ting up the Service Learning program 
at HOPAC, which has become a unique 
and influential distinctive of HOPAC 
education.   Jane has volunteered as an 
EAL teacher, 
FASA leader, 
service learn-
ing teacher, 
swimming 
coach, and 
has been a 
big advocate 
of prayer in the HOPAC community.  
Fluent Swahili speakers, both Kyle and 
Jane have loved their years in Tanzania.  
They say the hardest part of missionary 
life is returning to their home country!  
Yet that is where God is calling them, 
and they will be returning to Bristol, UK 
to work and further their training.

Paul and Avril Kassell arrived 
in Tanzania in September of 2003, 
expecting to serve at HOPAC for just 
one year.  Little did they know that they 
would be leaving 7 years later—and 
both as the principals of the school!  
Avril served as the kindergarten teacher 
for 2 years and primary principal for 
5, and Paul served as physics teacher 
for all 7 years, and secondary principal 
for the last two.  Their tireless, self-
less investment in HOPAC has helped 
to make HOPAC the successful and 
God-honoring school that it is today.  

Paul and Avril say that their time at 
HOPAC has been the fulfillment of their 
dreams.  They have thoroughly enjoyed 

working with the unique blend of 
motivated students, dedicated 
staff and supportive parents.  
They are now returning to the UK 
and seeking God’s will for the 
next chapter of their lives, but of 
course, they will be enjoying their 
new grandson!  

Bill and Renee Transburg have been 
a fixture at HOPAC almost since its 
beginning.  Their service began in 1997 
when Bill was 
the fourth grade 
teacher.  He then 
went on to be 
instrumental in 
developing the 
science depart-
ment at HOPAC 
for grades 6-12, 
and has been 
a well-loved biology teacher for as 
long as most students can remember.  
Renee was the kindergarten teacher 
at HOPAC for many years.  In fact, this 
year’s graduating 12th grade class 
was her first kindergarten class!  Later 
she became the full-time librarian, and 
her passion for books has spurred on 
generations of HOPAC students to love 
reading.  Perhaps HOPAC will never 
again see such dedicated and hard-
working teachers, who were well known 
for spending every weekend and most 
of their vacation time at school.  Their 
impact on students and families will 
be forever etched into the fabric of 
HOPAC life.  But God is moving them 
on, and they will be spending next 
year on Home Assignment, mostly in 
Wisconsin, USA.  After that, they will be 
starting a new season of life serving at 
The Evangelical Christian Academy in 
Madrid, Spain.  

Yet again Cambridge came to HOPAC on the first day of exams to examine all 
our procedures for the operation and security of the exams.  The Cambridge 
Examination Board examiner was most impressed by our organization and 
actually stated that our systems were FAULTLESS!  All credit must go 
to Mrs Jane Gruler for her thorough organization and planning.  This 
increases greatly our credibility with Cambridge as providing an 
exemplary centre for the deliverance of their exams.

The organization of the exams and the quality of the teach-
ing at HOPAC is reflected in the acceptance of our students 
onto many courses around the world; many with large 
scholarships towards their studies.  Thanks are due to 
Mr Rustad, currently the college counselor at IST, who 
has also helped our students this year and will con-
tinue to do so in the years to come, to find scholar-
ships for study abroad.  

Details of which colleges and Universities our 
students will be attending will become clearer 
after the exam results are known in August and 
will be printed in the first Piece of Heaven in the 
new school year. 

Alongside the internationally recognized 
Cambridge exams, many of our students sit 
(and achieve well above the average stan-
dard) the SAT and TOEFL exams.  These SAT 
results are widely recognized and often used 
as a basis for scholarships and other finan-
cial assistance to universities in a number of 
countries.

Top AwArds For HopAC sTudenTs

Last year we were thrilled to attend an 
Awards Ceremony at the Kempinski for some of 
our students who achieved the highest marks in 
some of their subjects at IGCSE and AS level.

This year Dorothy and Lotta have done it again 
and others have joined them in the top flight of 
awards!

Laura Smits achieved Top in Tanzania for her 
IGCSEs in Geography AND English Literature – well 
done!

Dorothy Mrema was awarded a High Achievement 
award (equivalent to Top student but for a less widely 
taken subject) in AS History.

Stephen Armstrong was Top in Tanzania for A level Geog-
raphy.

Lotta Nygren was Top in Tanzania for A level Business Studies.
Rushika Pattni, who has joined grade 11 this year at HOPAC, 

achieved Top in Tanzania for IGCSE Economics while studying at Aga 
Kahn. 

Congratulations to the students and their teachers!
This year CIE will not be organizing a special ceremony, but HOPAC will 

recognise these students as part of the Graduation Ceremony for Grade 12 on 
Thursday 17th June.
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God has always blessed HOPAC 
with incredible, devoted, talent-

ed staff.  It is with sadness that we say 
good-bye to this year’s departing teach-
ers and staff, which includes some of 
HOPAC’s long-standing “pillars” in our 
community.  However, God has provided 
exceedingly, abundantly with staff for 
next year and we are looking forward to 
a new chapter in HOPAC’s history.

First of all, HOPAC would like to 
thank Don Buckner (Art), Mona-Liza 
Lottering (Maths), and Apa Mgonja 
(teacher’s assistant) for their dedicated 
service to students this last year.  Thank 
you also to Maggi Gale for the several 
years she taught Art at HOPAC, and to 
Janet McBride for her investment in 
both Bible and Service Learning over 

the years.  

Elaine Baker taught upper 
grade English this year and 
volunteered her extra time as a 
swimming coach.  She will be 
teaching in Florida next year 
near her family.

Naomi Thomson has been 
teaching at HOPAC for the last two 

years.  Her main position was as geog-
raphy teacher, but she also volunteered 
in maths, service learning, and FASA.  
Naomi would like to thank the HOPAC 
community for their prayers, support, 
and love.  She says she doesn’t think 
she will ever find a school where the 
relationship between staff and pupils 
is so good.  Naomi will be teaching in 

England next 
year.

eXaMInatIon neWs

dePaRtIng 
teacheRs

By aMy Medina



Some of you may remem-
ber how cramped the old 

HOPAC offices were. A Reception 
area with seating for visitors, five 
offices and two photocopy ma-
chines were tightly arranged in 
what was formerly a small house.  
When the school administration 
moved to the new building, bright 
colours and better lighting trans-
formed the former offices into a 
Music/Drama Centre.

The new Music/Drama Centre 
uses the large central area while 
individual piano and violin les-
sons take place in the side rooms. 
Currently over 50 students have 
individual lessons and at the end 
of every term parents are able to 
enjoy listening to their students 
perform at a recital, giving the 
students the opportunity to per-
form to an audience and show-
case their talents.

This school year, Miss Grace 
Gachocha has taught Drama and 
our students have expressed 
themselves and developed their 
talents through performing short 
plays. We are excited for the 
2010-2011 school year as the 
focus will be on Music with the  
arrival of a new Music teacher.
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By avriL kasseLL
& neW MusIc and dRaMa centRe

Miss Grace Gachocha teaching 
drama to grade 1 students. 
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June
 18 Last day of School

August
 23 First day of Term 1

September
 10-11 Tentative Eid-el-Fitr

October
 14 Nyerere day
 15 Teacher Training; School closed
 15-22 Mid-term break

November
 12 International Day
 15-16 Tentative Eid-ul-Hajj
 19 School closes at noon for students

December
 9 Independence Day
 20 End of Term 1

January
 5 First day of Term 2

 Upcoming Dates


