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Hello!  My name is Jim Martin and I 
would like to introduce myself and 

my family. In December, we will be joining 
the HOPAC community.  Lisa and I have been 
married for 11 years and we have a beautiful 
son, Gabriel, who is 29 months old. We’re 
from Seattle, Washington in the U.S.  Both 
Lisa and I have been involved in short and 
long term missions in the past and have 
a heart for Africa.  Most recently we lived 
and worked in Northern Uganda as well as 
in Nairobi. We will be in Tanzania through 
SIL and I will be serving as the Secondary 
Principal.  Lisa will be helping to set up the 
school health records system and coordinate 
the new HOPAC infirmary as well as caring for 
Gabriel.  

Lisa was born in South Korea and moved 
to the U.S.A. with her family when 
she was six years old. Lisa is 
an Advanced Registered Nurse 
Practitioner with over 15 years of 
clinical experience. She received 
her Master’s degree from the 
University of Washington.  Before 
we were married, she spent two 
years serving the Lord as Pediatric 
Ward supervisor at Kuluva Hospital 
in Arua, Uganda.  After we were 
married, we returned to Kuluva 
where she worked in the School 
of Nursing as a Clinical Instructor. 
Prior to the birth of our son, Lisa 

practiced in Family Medicine, treating and 
managing common family practice health 
concerns for newborns to the elderly. Lisa 
was called to mission work when she was 12 
years old. 

Gabriel is sweet spirited and loves to 
laugh. He becomes excited when we talk 
about Tanzania and Africa. He loves going to 
the beach, playing in the sand and being in 
the water so he’ll fit right in.  He also loves 
trains, airplanes, boats and learning new 
things. It is amazing to hear him put words 
into sentences and learn new things every 
day. 

I was born in Boston and grew up in 
Colorado and Germany. During our two 
years in Uganda, I served in Hospital 
Administration. I have been working as a 
secondary school social studies teacher as 
well as the Dean of Students at my current 
high school. Education is my passion and I 
have a Post-Masters School Administrators 
Certification from the University of 
Washington and a Masters degree in 
Education.   

I look forward to working with the staff 
and students to make HOPAC the best it can 
be! When you see me arund, please come 
and introduce yourself.
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Crystal Lucas, USA

Crystal Lucas is HOPAC’s new 
Grade 3 teacher and is loving all 
the connections her  kids make 
between the Bible and their daily 
lives. She says it’s great to be able 
to share the Word freely and have 
so many students hungry to read 
the Word of God.  Prior to coming to 
HOPAC, she was teaching Grade 1 
in the USA. She hopes this year to 

grow in her ability to teach 
in a Christ-centered 
way, to teach girls 
dance and encourage 
them in the process 
and to persevere as 
she learns to praise, 
pray, and walk more 
closely with Christ 
daily.

Elaine Baker, USA

Elaine Baker has found that teaching internation-
ally is an addiction! Before coming to HOPAC, she 
taught IGCSE English for two years in the out of 
the way country of Bangladesh.  She finds teach-
ing at HOPAC a joy because of the academic 
brightness of students and their effervescent 
enthusiasm to learn.  She is hoping and praying 
that this year all her secondary English students 
will achieve their full potential in their CIE exams.

Darla Muya, USA

Unlike most of the new teachers, Mrs 
Muya is not new to East Africa, having 
lived in Kenya for 7 years and Dar es 
Salaam for 3 years.  She spent the 
last several years homeschooling her 
daughter who is now a HOPAC Grade 6 
student.  Darla loves HOPAC students, 
staff and parents and finds HOPAC 
a great atmosphere for 
teaching and for learning.  

Mona Liza Lottering, South Africa:

In August of this year, HOPAC parent 
Mona Liza Lottering came to campus 
to purchase school uniforms and left 
campus as HOPAC’s newest secondary 
maths and physics teacher!  
Prior to teaching at HOPAC 
Mona Liza spent 18 years 
teaching and researching at 
the University of Pretoria’s 
School of Medicine. She 
moved to Dar in 2004 where, 
after a 2-year ‘sabbatical’, 
she became chief cook-
and-bottle-washer for her 
husband’s company. Mona 
Liza is enjoying teaching maths (her 
favorite subject at school) to a cap-
tive audience of lively, responsive and 
courteous students. She feels privi-
leged to be part of a team of God’s 
servants doing God’s work amongst 
God’s children.  Regarding her hopes 
for this year, Mona Liza says, “If I 
manage to listen with patience, field 
questions with insight, create a safe 
environment for honest and respect-
ful dialogue and instill in my students 
a sense of accountability, even to a 
small degree, I’ll have surpassed my 
hopes.” 

Grace Gachocha, Tanzania 

HOPAC is excited to have Grace 
Gachocha teaching drama this year.  
Grace is a talented Tanzanian who 
has experience teaching drama to 
kids in a variety of settings. Most 
recently she was in the U.S. work-
ing with kids from South Chicago 
neighborhoods and helping them to 
portray their community life through 
theatre and music.  Grace loves 
drama and the fact that she can use 
her faith to disciple HOPAC students 
and help them to realize that Jesus 
is God through drama.  She is excited 
by the enthusiasm that HOPAC stu-
dents have for drama and hopes to 
put on several productions this year. 

Marie Christian-
son, USA

Marie Christian-
son, HOPAC’s 

Special Needs Teacher, gets the award for 
the one making the most dramatic change 
in climate.  Marie spent three of the last 
four years teaching in rural Alaska in the 
U.S.  Despite the huge climate shift, Marie 
finds Tanzania a beautiful place to live 
with friendly and welcoming people. She 
enjoys teaching at HOPAC because of the 
Christian atmosphere, the enthusiasm of 
the students and the parental involvement, 
and feels privileged to work with such great 
staff.  Her goal this year is to implement a 
good special education program at HOPAC 
and to ensure that our students who learn 
differently have the opportunities they need 
to help them be most successful. 

Amy and Austin Baum, USA

Before coming to teach 
Grade 5 at HOPAC, Amy was 
working with a non-profit 
organization that helps 
disabled children and their 
families, volunteering for 
Young Life and spending 

time with family, friends and her dogs.  She 
is enjoying her  ‘energetic and amazing’ students, 
coaching  the U-11 soccer team, the support and 
encouragement of the parents at HOPAC, living so 
close to the ocean and learning about Tanzanian 
culture. She hopes her students will grow in their 
love of Jesus this year and that she and Austin will 
continue to build a strong community around them 
here in Tanzania. 

If you need sporting goods or an I.T. guru, Austin is 
your man.  He spent the last several years with his 
father running the family sporting goods company. 
Like Amy, Austin also was involved with YoungLife, 
spent a lot of time with their dogs and loves the 
students at HOPAC. He appreciates the flexibility, 
potential and acceptance here and finds HOPAC is 
a good environment to foster ideas and put them 
into action.  Austin hopes to improve the school IT 
infrastructure and make some technologies easier 
to utilize in order to improve the learning experience 
for both students and teachers.  
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E x p a n s i o n
Grade 11

Exciting developments taking place in secondary school

Just three years ago Grade 11 was added to the school program, 
leading to Grade 12 the following year.  For the school year 

2009-2010 a number of new students joined those promoted from 
Grade 10 to make a set of 26 in Grade 11.  Since they came from a 
variety of schools, an orientation day was organized off campus to 
encourage friendship and cohesion.  This was day of teamwork and 
bonding.  Besides discussions and sharing, they played games that 
demanded team work – the photo shows Mr. Kassell being caught 
as he fell backwards off a wall.  He had to trust the team to catch 
him – fortunately they did!

Other developments have arisen in the form of Grades 11 and 
12 College and Career Guidance.  This year HOPAC is blessed to 

have Mr. Daryl Rustad, an experienced College Coun-
selor, assisting our students with 
their college applications.  Ad-
ditionally, in November HOPAC 
hosted the first Christian College 
Fair in Tanzania and representa-
tives from 12 US and Canadian 
colleges visited our campus.

    HopaC 
WElComEs nEW       

    TEaCHErs



There was a grand reunion on May 29, 2009 when Mr. and Mrs. Champion returned 
to HOPAC.  From 1994-2002 David Champion was our school’s first Head Teacher and his wife Lorraine was 
a Primary class teacher.

An emotional time, this was their first return visit and included reuniting with support staff, parents and 
students.  David and Lorraine were particularly excited to see Bartholomew Vendolin, who was School Ad-
ministrator for the eight years they were at HOPAC.

They shared memories of the years in Oyster Bay before HOPAC moved out to 
the spacious current site.  Yet as they toured the campus, they were thrilled to see 
how much God has blessed HOPAC.

David is now a Pastor of a church in the UK and Lorraine loves teaching in the 
local school, which has children from many countries – however HOPAC is never 
far from their thoughts and prayers. 

In Exodus 20: 18-21, there is an 
interesting story about God ap-

proaching the Israelites by descend-
ing onto the Mountain of Sinai. He 
was approaching them in an act 
of furthering His relationship with 
them.  However because God is 
such an almighty Being, it was a 
terrifying experience for the people: 
thunder, lightning, smoke, blasting 
trumpets.  They became frightened 
despite Moses’ efforts to encourage 
them not to be afraid, explaining 
that the fear they were experiencing 
was part of a test.  However they 
turned down the offer; they passed 
up the chance to come closer to 
God.  They told Moses basically that 
they were quite satisfied to keep 
God at a safe distance.  

After living in Dar for only one 
short year, I have realized that not 
much has changed since those 
thousands of years ago. Experienc-
ing the power of God is both a scary 
and exhilarating experience.

On the afternoon of June 25, 
2009 my family and I were thrust 
into the midst of  the storm when, 
in Iringa, my son Ryan (from the 
4th grade) accidentally jumped into 
a pit of burning ashes.  He under-
standably thought it was just a pile 
of dirt but within seconds of sinking 
into the ashes, realized his mistake 
and had to climb back out.  It must 
have been only by the power of 
Jesus surging into him that he was 
able to do so because with each 
step he took, his feet sunk back in 
again, burning deeper each time.  It 
was over 24 hours later till he finally 
arrived at IST, extremely dehydrated, 

and another 24 hours till he was 
admitted to the hospital in Johan-
nesburg, RSA.  However it was 
within only a few hours of the ac-
cident that the community of HOPAC 
heard about it, came forward, and 
stepped right into the storm beside 
us.  And to this day we have felt the 
presence of God through all of you, 
as well as many other brothers and 
sisters around the whole world.  Not 
once did anyone say to us, as the 
Israelites said to Moses, “No, you 
feel the thunder and lightning of this 
experience but we will stay here at a 
distance.”  Though it was only over 
many emails, my cries for someone 
to just listen and share this burden 
were always answered with enthusi-
asm and even gratitude.  

See, the Israelites, because of 
fear, passed up an amazing op-
portunity – the chance to come 
closer to the Living God, to not just 
observe His Power in action but to 
actually experience it first hand.  
This year we, along with you, did ex-
perience God’s Presence first hand 
in the protection, healing, and de-
termination of Ryan, a 10 year old 
boy who fought and overcame fear, 
pain, doubt, and despair so that he 
could live a full, free life; not just 
physically, but also emotionally and 
spiritually.  And now today, though 
the journey through the desert is 

not yet over for Ryan, he is not just 
surviving; he is already thriving.

Though I would never, ever wish 
such pain and suffering on any-
one, let alone my own son, I must 
admit that we all, my family, and 
you, the HOPAC community, have 
been blessed by this experience.  
For myself, I am overwhelmed with 
gratitude for the amazing wife and 
four sons God has blessed me with.  
Not everyone gets the opportunity 
to watch his entire family respond 
to hardship with such courage, 
strength, and patience.  I never 
knew such peace as I do now; it is 
literally beyond my comprehension.  

As a child I used to dream of 
living in Africa, but in my child-
ish fantasies it was more like an 
everlasting visit to a living museum 
located inside a game park where I 
could safely observe the on-goings 
of a traditional village with whom I 
could share stories of my imaginary, 
courageous, adventures with wild 
animals, untouched by any harm.  
The reality of course turned out to 
be much different, but Tanzania and 
HOPAC will forever have a special 
place of fondness in my heart 
because it was here that I met God 
on His terms.  In Africa I learned to 
fear God and not to fear life.  That is 
something to be thankful for.
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Samantha and Daniel Briscoe (2007 grade 6 and 3)and family are settling nicely into 
their new home in Alexandria, Egypt. Both Sam and Daniel are students at the British 

School of Alexandria. 

Janelle Wonders (primary teacher 1999-2008) is now in ‘Salamastan’ and very 
busy teaching missionary kids, learning a new language, and using her experiences 

at HOPAC to provide teachers and school administrators there with support and 
encouragement in a variety of ways.  

On September 30, 2009, Michelle Townsend (primary teacher, 
2007-2009) became engaged to fellow missionary, Justin Drummons. 

Both Michelle and Justin are currently teaching in the United States 
and planning a March 2010 wedding. 

Three days late and after 62 hours of labour, Michelle Howell and her husband, 
Dave, became the proud parents of baby Elliot on 13 July 2009.  Michelle says that 

being a mum is hard but she’s regularly rewarded with that gooey feeling that comes 
when Elliot greets her with that first smile and giggle of the day. (Exams Officer, Lab 

Technician 2007-2009)

Ryan in his special garments 
which help heal the scars

By Rick Luth

to the Living God
Coming ClosEr

5

2009 Graduates:
Aishi Mengi and Dorothy Mrema are both attending St. Olaf College in Minnesota, USA.

Bernice Fernandes is attending Northwestern College in Minnesota, USA.
Tsiry Rabemahefa is attending Concordia College in Minnesota, USA.

Kyungho Rhee is attending Wheaton College in Illinois, USA.
Hyungmuk Choi is attending University of Washington in Seattle, USA.

Sajjad Fazel is attending Manipal University in India.

HopaC Family nEWs

December
 18 Last day of Term 1

January
 6 First day of Term 2
 12 Zanibar Revolution Day

February 
 25-26 Mid-term Break

March
 26 Last day of Term 2

April 
 12 First day of Term 3
 26 Union Day

May
 20-21 Mid-term Break

 Upcoming Dates
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good THings ComE To THosE WHo WaiT!
Students, parents, teachers and staff benefit from the completion of the admin-
istration building while old offices and classrooms are renovated for future use.

Henry Sondo and Nsaji Kasyanju have paired up for 
a service project.  Every other Saturday they journey to 
Madala, a village located about 20 kilometers north of 
the school.  Their service is multifaceted, and their aim 
is to encourage growth in character and confidence 
amongst the kids while teaching them dance and play 
soccer.  One child, Shakiri, has inspired these two to 
take their project further.  They are searching for a way 
to get this bright-eyed, 10 year-old boy into a reputable 
school in hopes that their assistance will be a step 
towards him realizing his dream of one day being the 
pastor of a church.  Talking about this boy, Henry said,   
“I am amazed each time I get a chance to work 
with him.  He has this 
real desire to help every-
one around him.  I hope 
we can be a help to him, 
too.”
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gradE 12
sErviCE projECTs

Savannah Miles is working with Young Life 
here in Dar es Salaam. She recently planned 
a service trip for about 50 Tanzanian teenag-
ers. The group went to an orphanage where 
they helped the residents with their chores 
and played games with them.  When inter-
viewed about her project she said, “I am 
so excited to plan the next service trip.  
I know I may not be able to do every-

thing, but it gives me so much joy 
to do what I can.” 

sTEWards, sTudEnTs and 
sWim squad

By kate conneLL

By BRandon MaxweLL

The pool at HOPAC is rarely quiet throughout the week as many 
students, teachers, parents and members of the local community 
break the surface of its waters. Each class of HOPAC primary stu-
dents participates in swim lessons once a week. They are taught 
the four basic strokes as well as survival and simple life saving 
skills. 

All HOPAC students also have the option of swimming competi-
tively by joining the swim squad, a group of skilled swimmers who 
compete both at school and club events in Dar.  Our swimmers 

consistently “make waves” by winning tough races 
and beating their own personal best times. Many 
swim meets have even taken place on our own 
home “turf” since the HOPAC pool is one of the few 
pools in town equipped with starting blocks. We 
have hosted the Tanzanian Mainland Club Cham-
pionships and school meets against IST, DIA, Aga 
Kahn and the French School.

In addition, the pool is also used throughout 
the week as a way to serve children from the local 
community.  On Thursday afternoons, students 
from Salasala Primary School travel to HOPAC for 
swim lessons taught by students from grades 6, 
7 and 8. These students teach kicking, breath-
ing, and help build awareness of water safety. On 

Friday mornings, a group of preschoolers from Madala village join 
some of our 12th graders for similar instruction.

This year grade 12 
students are initiating 
their own service projects. 
These are just two exam-
ples of the work they are 
involved in.
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By the time they were 17 years 
old, Alex and Brett Harris had 

accomplished more than most do 
in a lifetime.  They had become na-
tional debate champions, interned 
with the Alabama Supreme Court, 
started the most popular teen blog 
on the internet, and published a 
book.  Their book, Do Hard Things: 
A Teenage Rebellion Against Low 
Expectations, was the inspiration 
for HOPAC’s spiritual theme this 
year.  

As Alex and Brett write in their 
book, modern society often has 
low expectations for teenagers:  
Do your homework; get decent 
grades; stay out of trouble.  But is 
that really all that we can expect 
out of teenagers?  Is that really all 
they are capable of?  For centuries, 
once a child hit adolescence, he or 
she was considered an adult and 
given adult responsibilities.  Why 
have our expectations changed so 
much?  

Certainly God’s expectations are 
higher for young people.  Not only 
are teenagers able to think, reason, 
and analyze as well as any adult, 
they have energy, passion, and en-
thusiasm that are often misdirect-
ed into only superficial activities.  
Have you noticed the incredible 
academic level of IGCSE and A-level 
classes that HOPAC students are 
taking?  Have you seen how well 
they step forward when given an 

opportunity to lead or serve, such 
as during Service Emphasis Week?  
Our students are more than ca-
pable of Doing Hard Things!

Our desire this year is to get 
students inspired and excited about 
going beyond their comfort level.  
Going beyond simply doing well in 
school and then having fun with the 
rest of their time.  We want them to 
aspire to do great things to change 
the world around them for the bet-
ter, and equally aspire to do small 
things with great passion.  

Compared to almost every 
other teenager in Tanzania, HOPAC 
students have been given the 
opportunity of a lifetime:  A world-
class education, opportunity to go 
on to university almost anywhere in 
the world, chances to better them-
selves in sports and arts, dedicated 
teachers who want to see them 
succeed, and a chance to fully 
know and understand God’s gospel 
of grace.  We want our students to 
use these opportunities to change 
the world for Christ—not just live a 
mediocre life of comfort.  

So this year, all HOPAC second-
ary classes are reading Do Hard 
Things.  Speakers in assembly 
are emphasizing how God used 
them to do hard things.  Primary 
students are hearing true stories 
about people who did hard things 
for God, and each class has made 
some challenging year-long goals.  

Pray with us that HOPAC students 
are inspired to live a life that goes 
beyond everyone’s expectations!  
As Alex and Brett write, 

“This is what we call 
the Rebelution:  

throwing off the shackles 
of lies and low expectations 

and returning our generation 
to a true and very exciting 
understanding of the teen 

years — not as a vacation 
from responsibility but 
as a launching pad for 
the rest of our lives.”  
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“All of us are susceptible 
to low expectations.  
Once we have satisfied 

the minimum requirements, 
we tend to 

stop pushing ourselves.”  

Alex and Brett Harris 
(Do Hard Things)

By aMy Medina


