
AdriAn PAlmer
Senior School Principal

When I think about 
my past few years at 
HOPAC, three key 
memories stand out:

Academy Awards 2016

When the 2015-2016 Student Council 
suggested that we needed a way of 
celebrating success that was much wider 
than the graduation awards, I knew 
they were right. And so the Academy 
Awards event was birthed. The day 
itself was memorable, with the morning 
of the event starting painfully early with 
a 5km run, last-minute letdown by the 
table supplier, Kashumba being ill, and 
performers backing out of the event. 
Yet in all of this, it was a marvelous 
celebration of all that is good about 
HOPAC. It was a night to remember. 

Nights of Prayer

It is always a joy to worship and 
pray with young people. One of my 
abiding HOPAC memories will be 
the times where I have enjoyed simply 
being alongside young people as they 
encounter Jesus. 

ShAun GrAhAm
Chaplain

After ten years at 
HOPAC as a parent, 
volunteer, and chaplain, 
there are hundreds of 

highlights from my time in and around 
the school. However, here are three 
overarching memories:

HOPAC Prayer Room

The establishing of a prayer room 
at HOPAC was the 
embodiment of a vision 
for me, and the results 
have been a clear 
blessing from God. 
The prayer room has 
given students and staff 
a place for gathering 
corporately for worship, 
prayer, and mutual encouragement. 
Both spontaneous and scheduled 
gatherings regularly occur, leading some 
students to a newfound faith and others 
to a deepening of their faith.  

Rugby

Introducing HOPAC students to 
rugby all the way back in 2008 was the 
beginning of a grand tradition.  

KAren GrAhAm
Primary Principal

How can you squeeze ten 
fantastic years into just 
three highlights? 

Teaching

This is definitely my 
biggest highlight, 
and includes so 
many individual 
memories. Working 
in Kindergarten for 
six hilarious, crazy, 
exhausting, but 
truly rewarding years was incredible. 
It is a joy to behold the nervous and 
shy children who arrive on the first 
day of school blossom into confident 
HOPAC students! Over the last 4 years 
as Primary Principal, I have had the 
privilege of teaching Life Skills each 
week, and enjoyed touching base with 
all the primary students, singing the 
songs that will forever be stuck in my 
head, and hearing and seeing students 
on the playground actually living out 
what they have been taught. Teaching 
doesn’t get any better than that!  

International Day

Every International Day is a highlight. 
It makes me cry every year to see the 
amazing diversity that is HOPAC! 

As a Brit, we may have shrunk in 
numbers over the years, but it still makes 
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SEW MUCH MORE

This year HOPAC went out to 23 

different projects including some 

of our new community partners; 

Help2kids, Chanan School, Mt. Bethel  

and Divine School. Our Grade 10’s 

stayed at the Salvation Army teaching 

as well as painting. Some highlights 

from SEW 2017 included Chanan 

School’s visit to the zoo, Jangwani 

school’s beach party and the mural of 

Moses parting the Red Sea that some 

of our students painted at Salvation 

Army.  Students seemed to have been 

genuinely challenged by our theme, 

“SEW Much More”, during this week 

of service as they really went out of 

their way to demonstrate  love and 

good works. - T Kaniki

BASKETBALL
There have been some great opportunities for our student athletes this year to play some competitive teams. HOPAC sent the U18 boys and girls basketball teams to Uganda to participate in the International Christian schools of Africa basketball tournament. We were also given an opportunity to enter a U15 girls basketball team into the Jr. WNBA, where they will be playing year-round basketball against teams here in Dar. - S Wickham

Class of 2017
Congratulations to the class of 2017 all of whom are attending universities throughout the world next year including; Oxford, MIT, Columbia, Williams and the University of British Columbia.



News in Brief
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PERFORMING ARTS

This year HOPAC had the opportunity of joining with Canossa High 

School to bring on stage  Mbongeni Ngema’s musical SARAFINA. 

The collaboration involved amazing voices from the Choir from 

Canossa conducted by Ronald Nakaka, and the great acting from 

HOPAC students. Together they took the audience on an emotional 

journey of a story of students involved in the Soweto riots in 

opposition to apartheid in South Africa. - G Nakaka

I think my favorite part of doing Pride and Prejudice was that it was 

a dream of my assistant director, a student, Sarah Vattiprolu, to direct 

the play, even before she came to HOPAC.  We had a great cast, Miss 

Shirley did a wonderful job with the choreography and it was fun to 

do dinner and a show as a new format. - S Bramsen

The end of term 3 saw a spectacular performance of Joseph and the 

Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat. 

BOARD UPDATESAt the end of this year Mona-Lisa Lottering will 

be stepping down - we are incredibly grateful for 

her dedication to the HOPAC board. Michael 

Richardson will also step down as he and his family 

take a one-year furlough in the U.S.Dwight Hensler and Amy Medina will be joining the 

HOPAC staff. We appreciate their years serving on 

the board and are excited to welcome them to their 

new roles.

Julie Edwards, Rob Ellis, Landon Shuman and 

Glennis Henry will be joining the board and we look 

forward to having them with us. 

WHAT’S NEW ON CAMPUS

In January we were excited to open our new library 

building. We are grateful to the alumni staff who came back 

to help with the move - it was great to have them with us!

The new library has been an amazing addition to our 

campus - becoming a hub for learning, studying and 

community-building. With separate sections for both 

Primary and Secondary that include study areas it has 

become a great resource for our staff and students. 
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At HOPAC we fully appreciate that we are uniquely placed and have the joy of being part of many aspects 
of the community around us. We asked several people how HOPAC is impacting their lives and were 

encouraged to see how God is doing GREAT THINGS! 

ecause of            
   HoPac...B     

“What I love about HOPAC is that I can teach students from a 
Biblical worldview. Not only am I able to incorporate God and the 
Bible into core subjects like reading, maths and science, but I can 
also teach them lifelong skills such as leadership through a godly 

point of view. As a teacher it is also a wonderful privilege to be able 
to pray with students over their needs and concerns.” - 

Primary Teacher

“One of the things I love about HOPAC is its diversity. My 
children are in a classroom with friends and teachers from all over 

the world so they are continually learning about and celebrating the 
diversity of cultures represented here. I love that, beginning already 
in Kindergarten, the kids have Swahili class where they learn not 
only language, but culture as well. My son (grade 3) is now able to 
go into the shop and buy fruit and vegetables for me in Kiswahili. 

My daughter (KG) is able to greet, make basic sentences and identify 
animals, food, and so much more in Kiswahili. What a blessing to be 
able to engage with the community around us because of what they 

are learning at HOPAC!” - 
HOPAC Parent
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“Because of HOPAC, many more missionary families have 
chosen to serve here in Dar es Salaam.  That means pastors, 

medical workers, national missionaries are being trained, un-
reached people groups are hearing the gospel, and the Bible is 

being translated into tribal languages all throughout 
Tanzania….just because of HOPAC.” - 

HOPAC parent

“You can live in Dar es Salaam and not see what we at HOPAC see. You can visit 
Dar and only see something of the city or hear  parts of the story. Being at HOPAC 
has opened my eyes to see communities around us that have great potential. I get to 

visit with Heads of schools and talk about their students and how we can serve them. 
I see children in the quarry who maybe one day will be great football players of our 

country. I see HOPAC students make choices to help children go to school who oth-
erwise couldn’t. Every week I see our students grow, love on others, share, give and 

make new friendships. At HOPAC, I see two worlds collide because of love.” -  
Service Learning Coordinator

“It is because of HOPAC I learnt 
what integrity is. Integrity, a key 
quality a leader or any individual 

should have, is a God-gifted quality 
that I acquired in HOPAC. It is 

because of HOPAC I am the 
School President. A leader, repre-
senting multiple and fruitful lead-
ers from different corners of the 

world, is able to do this because of 
HOPAC. Our HOPAC, is your 

HOPAC.” - 
HOPAC student

“HOPAC is my home! Teachers and faculty go 
out of their way to ensure HOPAC students are 

not only taught well but are supported both 
emotionally and spiritually. HOPAC is a 

community, a family, but more importantly ... it’s 
God’s gift to Tanzania!” - 

HOPAC student

“God has given me gifts of teaching and 
leadership, and I love the opportunities I have to 
speak life into students through these gifts.  Be-

cause of HOPAC, I am able to do this in a way that 
brings Him glory, brings others joy and excitement, 
and brings me peace and fulfillment.  We all have 
our giftings, and we are all called to use those for 

God’s glory and to serve Him fully.” - 
Director
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BrittAny mAthiAS
Grade 1 Teacher

Never before have I 
been in a place that 
gave me a greater 
picture of heaven 
and the beauty 
of many different 
nations being united 
with one purpose, 
to praise the Father.  
Primary assemblies 

have always blessed me as the 
students from many nations sing 
whole-heartedly .The HOPAC 
community has become a family 
to me, and leaving means saying 
goodbye to people who have 
become dada, kaka, mama, and 
even watoto.  The Lord has 
grown me so much in this place, 
and I am grateful for my time 
here.  I do feel the Lord has 
called me to sing a new song 
in this next season, but I will 
always hold HOPAC very close.  
Asante Mungu!  Ninakushukuru 
sana!

lAurA Shirley
Grade 3 Teacher
I have had an incredible four years at HOPAC. Being in an international 
community; teaching children who are so enthusiastic and determined; 
and learning more about what it means to serve God outside of the 
familiar has taught me things that I would never have learnt otherwise. I 

am so thankful to God that I have had the privilege of 
working with co-workers who have become friends and 
family, and leaving all of those wonderful people will 
be incredibly difficult. As for the future, I’m not sure 
what it holds. Ideally, I would like to become a foster 
carer, and I’ll be looking into that once I’m feeling a 
little more settled. One thing I can say for sure is that 
God is faithful; He has proved that abundantly over 
the last four years here in HOPAC. With this in mind, 
I’m looking forward to what comes next; I know His 
faithfulness goes with me.

nAomi SimPSon 
Communications
These 2 years have 
been filled with 
wonderful people 
and memorable 
experiences! I am 
thankful to HOPAC 
for their patience as I 
learnt. Still don’t know 
what next year holds 
but excited to be heading home!

ABi Snyder
English Literature
When I moved to Tanzania 
four years ago, I had no idea 
of the incredible blessing that 
teaching at HOPAC would 
be. I thought perhaps that I 
could make a difference to 
students but never dreamed 
of how much I would be 
changed and blessed by 
students and the HOPAC 
community. I am constantly 
overwhelmed by how fantastic 
HOPAC students are, and I 
feel privileged to have taught 
students all the way from 
Kindergarten through Grade 
12. Even though I am moving 
on to new adventures: riding 
a bicycle across the USA 
with my dad and starting a 
doctorate program at Indiana 
University, I thank God for 
gifting me with the time I 
had at HOPAC and “the 
adventure of a lifetime.” 
Thank you, HOPAC.

mBoKA mwASonGwe 
Grade 2 Teacher
What I have enjoyed most 
about HOPAC is the children; 
their friendship, love and 
laughter. Teaching at HOPAC 
has allowed me to incorporate 
2 of the key things about me: 
being a Christian and teaching. 
I love the freedom here to be a 
Christian teacher. Next year I 
am excited to be teaching Lower 
Primary at ISM  - my former 
school!

ChriStinA FinoCChi
Grade 5 Teacher
I have enjoyed serving at a school that values individuals’ 
diversity and unites them together to make an impact in 
the lives of those around them for God’s Kingdom. It has 
been amazing to work with students and staff who have 
a heart for God. I love how God has been showing us 
the “Greater Things” He was doing as we were growing 
closer to Him. I will be returning back to Florida where 
my family is. I am hoping to move into the role of school ministry and teaching 
Bible at a school close by. I have found, here at HOPAC, that teaching about 
God and the Bible is a strong passion of my heart.



deliCiA PAlAtemA
Music & Middle School EnglishTeacher, 
formerly Grade 4
HOPAC is an amazing school.  There 
have been a lot of Great Big Things that 
God has done since I first came in 2008, 
but I think I will miss the “normal God 
things” the most.  Like walking past a 
classroom and hearing them worship, 
or a student coming to you and asking for advice and prayer, 
random hugs full of His presence from the little ones, and that 
amazing view that’s a daily reminder of how awesome God truly 
is. My husband and I will be located in St. Louis, MO.  I’ll be 
teaching at KIPP Wisdom Academy. 
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mArC drieSenGA
English and BibleTeacher
Our family has enjoyed HOPAC’s commitment 
to Jesus, to education, to community and we have 
been blessed to grow in those areas individually 
and together. We will always have fond memories 
of our children beginning their academic lives at 
HOPAC and the foundation that has been laid in 
their hearts and minds. But more so, we appreciate 
that our children were taught 
and encouraged to worship 
Jesus through their education. 
As well, Gretchen and I have 
thoroughly enjoyed our various 
tasks in the life of HOPAC and 
its community. These four years 
will be treasured memories for 
our family!

From the pivotal worship night on 
the Logos Hope ship, the regular 
Wednesday lunchtimes in the prayer 
room, and the overnight times of prayer 
in the music room and at the Graham’s 
home, I was routinely inspired by seeing 
youngsters cry out to God simply and 
authentically. Over and over again, I saw 
students offering up raw expressions of 
faith and longing for God. I leave each 
of these times with huge optimism for 
how God will use these young people 
to be agents of change now and in the 
future. 

Academic Results

When I first arrived at HOPAC, it was 
just before the release of exam results. 
The poor marks meant that my first 
week was spent meeting Grade 12 
students who had performed horribly, 
and working out how we could move 
forward.  Now, several years later, 
students are gaining entry to Columbia, 
MIT and Oxford. Students have 
achieved 3 A*s at the A2 level. One 
student scored the best in the world 
in AS Business. Certainly, academic 
success isn’t the 
end all and be all, 
but to see young 
people use their 
academic talents to 
such great effect is 
marvelous.

me proud every year to walk around the 
gym to our national anthem. My very 
favorite International Day moment was 
when the Brits did Morris Dancing in 
2011, wearing wigs, ringing bells and 
waving sticks in the air. I laughed so 
much! 

Family

HOPAC has been my extended family 
for all these years. There are not many 
workplaces where you get to spend 
every day with some of your closest 
friends in the world. I am truly thankful 
for the friendships I have with the staff, 
students and parents. We have laughed, 
cried and laughed some more together. 
Dressing up for Book Week, Pamoja 
Week, and House events have all 
highlighted the importance of being a 
team. It has been an enormous blessing 
to serve HOPAC over these last 10 
years, and one that I will never forget. 
HOPAC is in my heart and will stay 
there forever!

It has been a joy for me to teach the 
sport to students, and has afforded me 
the opportunity to forge closer bonds of 
friendship through the culture of rugby. 
Whether it is tag rugby in primary and 
middle school, or contact rugby with 
senior school students at the annual 
Moshi Sports Tournament, rugby has 
been a highlight for me and the lads 
(and sometimes a few girls too!). 

Sala Sala Kids Club

In 2011, the 
Sala Sala Kids 
Club needed a 
venue to operate 
its afterschool 
a c t i v i t i e s , 
and HOPAC 
g r a c i o u s l y 
opened its gates and hearts to these 
neighborhood children. Since then, 
the connection has only grown, as 
the kids enjoy the HOPAC facilities 
for recreational play and sports, and 
HOPAC students engage with the 
local community. The smallest of the 
children love playing on the HOPAC 
playground, and the older girls and boys 
enjoy football practices and competition 
on the HOPAC football pitches. It has 
also been awesome to see HOPAC 
students taking a step towards their 
neighbors in Kids Club through the 
HOPAC service learning program. by Abi Snyder

continued from page 1
Adrian Palmer                                                          Karen Graham                                                         Shaun Graham
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August: 
22  First Day ofTerm 1

September:
1  No School
22  In-Service Day

October:
14  Nyerere Day - No School
16-20  Midterm Break

November:
6-10  Pamoja Week
10  International Day

December:
1   No School
9  Independence Day - No School
15  Last Day of Term 1 - Half Day

Upcoming Dates

What’s Next:
Over the summer holidays we will be busy continuing to improve our 
campus facilities. The current Grade 1 class will have an extension 
added and become the new Kindergarten classroom. Our current 
Kindergarten will become a sports classroom and have an open eating 
area built on the roof, perfect for viewing the surrounding sports fields!

Due for completion in 2018,  we are eagerly anticipating beginning 
work on one of our longer term projects, our Performing Arts 
Centre! This will add new drama classrooms as well as HOPAC’s 
first stage and auditorium to our campus facilities.

clockwise Sports Field, Library, Learning 
Resource Centre, Gardens, Recycling bins

What’s New 
on Campus


